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Mexican Trade Seasonally Quiet; 
Wholesale Price Index Declines 


The seasonal downward trend in Mexico’s wholesale and retail 
trade, begun in January, continued throughout February. 

Marketing areas around the country reported sales down 5 percent 
to 25 percent from January and to a lesser degree from February 1952. 
Northbound carloadings through Nuevo Laredo were at the lowest point 


in several years. 


Manufacturers, importers, and whole- 
salers were concentrating on collecting 
rather than selling, and retailers were 
emphasizing bargain sales to raise cash 
for future purchases and to meet more 
urgent financial obligations. Indications 
were that the Mexican housewife was 
holding purchases to a minimum and 
buying only essential goods, Luxury 
goods, movement of which declined 
most, were being offered on_long-term 
installments. 

The President’s program to lower 
living costs and to promote production 
of. agricultural products was pressed 
vigorously during the month, imple- 
mented by various Government agen- 
cies and supported by mercantile and 
industrial organizations. 

Ceiling prices were maintained with 
little sign of a growing black market. 
The 210-article Mexico City wholesale 
price index (1939=100) declined from 
387.0 in January to 383.9 in February, 
compared with 392.7 as of December 
1952. This same trend was manifested 
in the cost-of-living index for the work- 
ing class in Mexico City, which moved 
down from 462.4 in January to 457.2 in 
February, foodstuffs leading the de- 
cline. 

Textile Industry Slumps 


With the exception of the textile in- 
dustry, which continued in a slump, 
industry in general maintained produc- 
tion at or near full capacity, although 
operations in some lines were cut back 


slightly because of slower markets. The’ 


textile problem is acute as labor con- 
tracts are due for revision, foreign and 
domestic sales are lagging, and the in- 
dustry reportedly at present is storing 
some 5),000,000 pesos’ worth of textiles 
monthly. The Government may. grant 
further aid to the industry by increas- 
ing duties or placing more restrictive 
control over imports. 

Weather conditions in most of Mexico 
are more promising, although some 





large areas in the north still have had 
very little rain, and irrigation water 
in some reservoirs is at record low 
levels which will force reduced plant- 
ings. The Government continues its 
emergency program to expand food 
production primarily through granting 
credit. Exports of winter vegetables 
from the west_ coast were at levels 
above those of the two previous sea- 
sons, although severe frost hit certain 
areas near the end of the month. The 
shrimp catch at Guaymas continued 
poor. 

Planting of cotton, Mexico’s leading 
export product, scheduled for comple- 
tion in March, will be reduced in some 
regions as a result of lack of water, 
but the 1953 crop is expected again to 


- exceed 1 million bales, for the fourth 


successive year. Growers are disturbed 
at the decline in cotton prices but have 
experienced no difficulty in selling the 
existing crop. During 1952 cotton ex- 
ports were over 1 million bales, valued 
at about US$140 million, and alone 


‘accounted for 23 percent of Mexico’s 


total exports. 


The sugarcane harvest under way 
will produce an estimated 740,000 met- 
ric tons of refined sugar, plus about 
120,000 tons of noncentrifugal sugar. 
Though consumption is increasing 
steadily, this crop should provide an 
export surplus of about 60,000 metric 
tons. 


Import Trend Downward 


Discussions are reported under way 
whereby Mexico would acquire— from 
5,000 to 6,000 metric tons of powdered 
milk from the Netherlands. This quan- 
tity is almost sufficient to meet the 
country’s import requirements for 1 
year and would replace purchases from 
the United States. Indications are that 
if the deal goes through the quantity 
probably will be lower. 


The Mexican Government’s purchases 
of eggs from the United States are in- 
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creasing and are being planned on a 
more orderly basis to insure satis- 
factory quality as a result of sugges- 
tions from the U. S, Department of 
Agriculture. 

Preliminary import statistics for Feb- 
ruary indicate a decline to 422,889,015 
pesos from January imports of 461,448,- 
775 pesos. February export figures are 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Peru Shows Good Economic Progress 


The economic situation in Peru underwent little change during 
March, the generally satisfactory level of activity on the whole being 


well maintained. 


Despite continued heavy rains in the sierra with attendant flood 
damage to highways and communications, agricultural prospects do not 


appear to have been adversely affected. 
Exploratory surveys in the Sechura 
petroleum area are going forward, and 
satisfactory progress is reported in the 
development of the Marcona iron de- 
posit installations at San Juan. Activity 
in the construction industry remains 
high. 

Some adverse factors, however, may 
lead to future difficulties. Inventories of 
imported products are reported to have 
risen and to be causing some concern. 
However, commercial collections are 
well maintained. The exchange rate for 
dollars remains near the highest level 
of the past year and shows little ten- 
dency to decline. Previously reported 
price increases in certain commodities 
and services of general consumption are 
having a cumlative effect upon the cost 
of living, and increased pressure for 
wage adjustments is possible. 


Foreign Exchange Holds Up 


The issuance of dollar certificates in- 
creased from $12,495,713 in January to 
$14,173,267 in February, but total for- 
eign exchange transactions declined 
from $29,000,000 to $25,400,000. The de- 
cline was due in part to seasonal factors 
and also to a drop of $1,451,938 in bank 
and exchange-broker purchases of for- 
eign exchange drafts. 

The requirements of the import trade 
continued heavy, but foreign-exchange 
rates fluctuated only slightly. Dollar 
rates remained high at 15.89 soles per 
dollar for dollar certificates and at 
15.95 for dollar drafts. Sterling quota- 
tions decreased from 43.00 soles per 
pound sterling to 42.50 for sterling cer- 
tificates, and from 43.40 to 42.70 for 
drafts, which resulted in a cross rate 
of $2.67. 

Net holdings of gold and foreign ex- 
change by the Central F®serve Bank 
amounted to $26,931,937 on February 
28, a decline of $804,138 from January 
31. A further decline to $25,780,310 was 
reported on March 16. 


Imports High in 1952 

A further rise in the value of imports 
and a decline in exports were the out- 
standing feature of Peru’s foreign trade 
in 1952, as revealed by preliminary sta- 
tistics. Imports increased from the 
equivalent of $279,681,393 in 1951 to 
$287,548,155 in 1952, while exports 
dropped from $252,517,509 to $238,737,- 
829, indicating an excess of imports 
amounting to $48,810,326 in 1952, almost 
double the unfavorable trade balance 
of $27,163,884 for the preceding year. 

From the standpoint of volume, gains 
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were registered in 1952 by imports as 
well as exports. Incoming shipments 


totaled 838,023 metric tons (777,289 in 
1951), and exports were 1,933,614 metric 
tons (1,846,752 in 1951). 

Though exports were somewhat 
greater in the second half of the year 
than in the first 6 months, the end 
results of the year were much less 
favorable than had generally been an- 
ticipated. 1t was acknowledged that 
prices for many of Peru’s main export 
commodities, such as cotton and min- 
erals, had declined, but it was hoped 
that greater volume would maintain the 
overall value of exports at approxi- 
mately the 1951 level. 


The increase in imports, on the other 
hand, is attributed to active consumer 
demand and the relative stability of the 
foreign exchange market. Frequent 
complaints of burdensome inventories 
toward the end of the year indicate that 
importers overestimated the demand for 
foreign goods. As a consequence pros- 
pects are that the rate of increase in 
imports probably will not be maintained 
in 1953. 


When considered in relation to the 
stability of foreign exchange rates 
throughout 1952 and the fact that for- 
eign exchange reserves of the Central 
Reserve Bank actually increased by 
about $4,000,000 in the course of the 
year, it is concluded that the trade 
deficit, although heavier than expected, 
was more than compensated in the over- 
all balance-of-payments picture by 
other income items, including invest- 
ment capital. 


One of the principal subjects to be 
discussed by President Manuel A. Odria 
on his forthcoming visit to Rio de 
Janeiro will be a bilateral trade agree- 
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ment between Peru and Brazil, A Peru- 
vian commission was sent to Rio de 
Janeiro to explore with Brazilian offi- 
cials the feasibility of such an agree- 
ment, and it was reported that progress 
had been made on a proposed exchange 
of commodities, including Peruvian 
coal, marble, petroleum, metals, and 
canned fish, and Brazilian meat, elec- 
trical equipment, pharmaceuticals, and 
other manufactured goods. Press re- 
ports indicated that the subject of free 
ports also had been discussed, one on 
the lower Amazon for Peru and another 
on Peru’s Pacific West Coast for Brazil, 


A recent decree authorizing an in- 
crease in the selling prices of both 
“regular” and “extra” gasoline was 
supplemented by another decree dated 
February 6 and published February 21, 
which specifies that of the 0.30-sole in- 
crease per gallon authorized for “extra” 
(77-78 octane) gasoline 0.20 sole shall 
be delivered to the National Treasury 
and credited to the funds for the na- 
tional highway plan. Current estimates 
indicate that this measure should add 
approximately 3,000,000 soles a year to 
the amount of about 67,000,000 soles al- 
ready being collected annually from the 
old tax on gasoline (0.46 sole per gallon 
on both “regular” and “extra’’). 


Rainfall Damages Some Crops 


Unseasonably heavy rains have con- 
tinued over large sections of Peru, 
inundating crops and disrupting com- 
munications. In general, large crops of 
cotton, rice, and sugar are still expected 
for 1953, but any prospective increase 
in cotton production is now in doubt. 

There has recently been a marked 
improvement in prospects for the 1953 
potato crop, which is now expected to 
be at least as large as in 1952. 

Peru’s first export sale of rice in over 
10 years, amounting to 10,000 metric 
tons, was made on March 12 to one of 
several Peruvian firms bidding on be- 
half of foreign buyers. The sale was 
made at a price of about US$9.79 per 
100 pounds, f. o. b. north Peruvian ports. 
Further exports may be delayed until 


(Continued on Page 18) 





Chile Plans Improvement 
In Hydraulic Projects 


The Irrigation Department of the 
Government of Chile has projected work 
costing approximately 474 million pesos 
for 1953. The Hydraulic Department of 
the Bureau of Public Works plans to 
invest about 1 billion pesos in various 
projects during 1953 which will include: 
700 million pesos for water supply; 220 
million pesos for sewage systems; and 
50 million pesos for river and land 
defense, ~- 
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Netherlands Economy Less Affected Stock Prices Decline 
By Flood Damage Than Expected 


The most recent evaluation of the damage caused by the floods 
that inundated the southwestern part of the Netherlands in February 
shows comparatively little impact on most sectors of the country’s 


economy. 


The Government has expressed its confidence in the country’s 


ability to carry out the necesary re- 
pair and rehabilitation work without 
resort to either inflationary financing 
or external economic aid. 

An early official estimate of total 
flood damage of 1 billion guilders (1 
guilder=$0.263) was expected to be re- 
vised downward after closer inspection. 
The breakdown of the estimated damage 
was as follows, in guilders: Agricul- 
ture, 300 million; buildings, 200 million; 
and dikes, roads, and communications, 
470 million. The overall industrial ca- 
pacity and tourist facilities of the coun- 
try were practically unimpaired. 

Animal losses were less than 1 per- 
cent of the national cattle population. 
The area that was flooded comprises 
5.7 percent of total Netherlands farm- 
land. Crop losses were estimated at 
40,000 metric tons of wheat, 200,000 
tons of potatoes, 180,000 tons of feed 
beets, and 470,000 tons of sugar beets. 

Following the heavy oversubscription 
in early March of the 200-million- 
guilder loan offered to finance an antici- 
pated deficit in the budget—subscrip- 
tions had to be allocated because the 
aggregate exceeded 400 million guild- 
ers—another loan was expected to be 
announced at an early date which would 
finance some of the costs of the flood 
repairs. 


Output High; Trade Favorable 


Aided by flood repair work and mild 
weather, employment improved during 
February. The number of unemployed 
persons declined to 158,000 at the end 
of February from the postwar high of 
182,000 in January. 

Production indexes for December, the 
most recent month for which figures 
are available, were only slightly below 
the postwar peaks reached in October 
and November. The general production 
index in December was 151 (1938=—100), 
as compared with 155 in November 1952 
and 136 in December 1951. 

January exports valued at 709 million 
guilders covered 95 percent of imports 
at 746 million guilders, as against 93 per- 
cent in January 1952. However, the 
level of both exports and imports was 
slightly below that of a year ago. 

Reflecting satisfactory foreign trade, 
Netherlands net foreign exchange and 
gold holdings continued to rise and ap- 
proached the 4-billion-guilder mark at 
the end of February. The Netherlands 
surplus with the European Payments 
Union in January and February 
amounted to $8.7 million and $17.6 mil- 
lion, respectively. These favorable de- 
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velopments enabled the country to fur- 
ther liberalize imports of certain goods 
from OEEC countries. 


Tariff Community Stressed 


The Netherlands Government has 
continued to stress general European 
economic integration as essential for the 
successful formation of a political com- 
munity although Benelux remains an 
important political and economic in- 
terest. During the last week of Febru- 
ary, the establishment of a European 
Tariff Community was discussed in 
Rome with the Foreign Ministers of the 
other five Schuman Plan countries as 
a step toward ultimate full market 
integration. 


Benelux negotiators made little prog- 
ress in their efforts to meet Belgian 
complaints of “unfair” Netherlands 
competition in the Belgian market for 
certain products offered at low prices 
because of low production costs—due 
mostly to a substantial wage differen- 
tial in the two countries. However, 
some private producer agreements have 
been reached on certain items, includ- 
ing cigars. In the absence of Nether- 
lands willingness to permit wages to 
rise to the Belgian level, the possible 
imposition of quota restrictions on the 
importation of certain Netherlands 
goods into Belgium is being examined. 


Freight Rates Lowered 

The continental North Atlantic West- 
bound Freight Conference, which had 
set common freight rates for west- 
bound shipping, disbanded in early Jan- 
uary, as a result of increasing com- 
petition from companies not parties to 
the agreement. This disunity has caused 
all lines currently to quote rates about 


(Continued on Page 17) 





Netherlands Prepared To 


Welcome Visitors 


The Netherlands is well pre- 
pared to welcome foreign visitors 
and expects another good tourist 
season in 1953. The country’s tour- 
ist facilities and attractions did 
not suffer damage from the flood 
that inundated certain coastal 
areas earlier this year, the 
Netherlands Government Tourist 
Office reports. 











On W. German Exchange 


In contrast to the marked progress 
made by the West German economy in 
1952, especially in production, foreign 
trade, and the balance of payments, the 
prices of common shares on German 
stock exchanges declined in 1952. 


The extraordinary rise in share quota- 
tion in 1951 continued only through 
January 1952, when a marked fall took 
place and continued through June. 
There was some improvement in the 
summer months, but as the year ended 
the average quotation was about 25 per- 
cent below the January 1952 peak. 


The decline was especially remarkable 
in view of the fact that in 1952 the 
Bank Deutscher Laender reduced the 
rediscount rate and eased credit re- 
strictions, and the ordinance limiting 
dividend payments was abolished. The 
explanation for the failure of common- 
stock prices to follow the general trend 
in the economy may be their relatively 
unattractive yields. 

The Federal Statistical Office esti- 
mates that the average yield of 597 
major shares traded on the German 
stock exchanges at the end of 1952 was 
3.44 percent, and even this return is 
subject to a tax of 25 percent. Fixed- 
interest securities, on the other hand, 
yield between 4.8 and 5.6 percent. In 
1938 the average return on common 
shares was about 5 percent, compared 
with 4.5 for fixed-interest securities. 
The recently enacted Law for the Pro- 
motion of the Capital Market makes the 
relative position of common _ shares 
even worse, for it provides tax privi- 
leges only for fixed-interest securities. 

Of the 597 major firms studied, 322 
paid dividends. The 275 firms which did 
not pay dividends included most ship- 
builders, building contractors, and many 
breweries. 


Bond Quotations Rise 


The bond market made a better show- 
ing in 1952, average quotations rising 
by about 9 percent. However, industry 
bonds did not follow the general trend. 

New issues increased in 1952 over 
1951. Securities with a nominal value 
of 1,462 million deutschemarks, or 
about $350 million, were floated, of 
which only 260 million deutschemarks 
were common shares and the balance 
fixed-interest securities. The total of 
new issues was close to 70 percent 
higher than the value of the new issues 
in 1951. Special interest was shown in 
convertible bonds of industrial firms. 

An 8-percent issue of Treasury bills 
by the State of Bavaria was well re- 
ceived. Mortgage banks increased their 
sales substantially in 1951. During most 
of 1952 public agencies and holders of 
social insurance funds were the princi- 
pal purchasers of these mortgage bonds, 
but toward the end of 1952 increased 
participation by the public was noted. 
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Ecuador Encourages 
Imports of Livestock 


As a means of eventually alleviating 
the meat shortage in Ecuador, the Ecua- 
doran Monetary Board on March 2, 
1953, approved the investment of about 
US$2.7 million for importing full-blooded 
livestock from countries free from hoof- 
and-mouth and other contagious animal 
diseases. 


The deficiency of meat became acute 
in October 1952 and has worsened since 
then. One of the reasons for the short- 
age is the increased demand brought 
about by the rising purchasing power re- 
sulting from unprecedented exports. 

The Directorate of Agriculture and of 
Livestock and Veterinary Science in 
agreement with livestock associations 
in Quito and Guayaquil are to decide 
upon the breeds of cattle appropriate for 
each region of the country. Cattle are 
to be full-blooded — bulls are to be of 
high pedigree and cows are to be either 
bred or in condition for breeding. 

Each of the provincial development 
banks is to keep a register of the -per- 
sons interested in acquiring the cattle 
to be imported, by breed, quality, age, 


’ and price, and is to study each applica- 


tion for credit on the basis of the cattle- 
men’s ability to amortize the loan and 
other factors. The purchases are to be 
made abroad by a commission consisting 
of two technicians from the Ministry of 
Economy and one representative each 
from the cattle associations in Quito and 
from the Coastal Cattlemen’s Associa- 
tion. 

Interested parties are to deposit at 
the provincial development banks one- 
fifth of the amount of credit applied for 
and approved and are to receive the re- 
maining four-fifths for amortization 
within 4 years. Upon receipt from pro- 
yincial development banks of these 
funds, the Central Bank of Ecuador is 
to open letters of credit for the -impor- 
tation of cattle. The Ministry of Econ- 
omy is to provide the provincial develop- 
ment banks with veterinary help. 

The above plan was criticized by many 
cattlemen and agricultural engineers 
who had the impression that the cattle 
would be imported at one time and who 
knew that pastures and feed are scarce 
and that there are only abdut 15 veteri- 
Narians in all of Ecuador. The Minister 
of Economy on March 7 advised that the 
plan contemplates the gradual importa- 
tion of the cattle over a period of at 
least 1 year under strict regulations 
to be made public*and that a num- 
ber of veterinarians are to be induced 

© come to Ecuador from Chile or Spain. 





Radio receiving sets imported into 
on in 1952 totaled 81,444 valued at 
1,538,608. 
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Bolivia Establishes 1953 Budget: 


New Income Sources Investigated 


The Bolivian Government has established a budget for 1953 bal- 
anced at 6,335 million bolivianos. The budget was promulgated by a 


decree of March 18, 1953. 


Many expenditures for development projects were eliminated, ac- 
cording to press reports. Provisions of the budget also called for a 


freeze in Government employment. 


Having incurred a budgetary deficit of 
2,500 million bolivianos in 1952, the 
Government is said to be seeking ways 
and means of increasing Government 
income. 


Proceeds accruing to the Government 
from foreign-exchange operations are 
among the sources of income being in- 
vestigated. 

Production of minerals, mainscay of 
the Bolivian economy, is said to have 
declined. Overall figures for February 
are not available, but it is known that 
output decreased in the Corocoro Mine, 
where definite figures were obtained. If 
this condition continues, a critical situ- 
ation might develop which could be 
overcome only through outside financial 
assistance. 

Imported consumer goods are scarce, 
and stocks on hand of other than es- 
sential prime merchandise have been 
severely diminished. In view of these 
conditions and in response to Chamber 
of Commerce activities, the Government 
has offered to supply for general com- 
mercial purposes amounts of foreign ex- 
change to cover commercial arrearages 
and new imports. It is difficult to fore- 
see where the Government will obtain 
foreign exchange for this purpose. Be- 
cause of the Government’s own require- 
ments, which receive preferential treat- 
ment, amounts for other purposes must 
necessarily be small. 


Government Purchases Limited 


The Ministry of Economy has an- 
nounced that Government purchases of 
imports of basic essentials will be 
limited to wheat, rice, sugar, lard or 
pork fat, and cotton sacks for flour. 
Powdered milk, edible oil, and tires and 
tubes will revert to normal channels 
and be subject to applicable foreign- 
exchange rates (100 bolivianos or more 
to $1). The Ministry has recommended 
that the Central Bank give priority to 
import permit applications for tires and 
that it expedite imports of sardines, 
tea, canned milk, pharmaceuticals and 
medicinals, lubricants, thread, repair 
parts, and raw materials. 

Earlier, the Ministry announced that 
500,000 quintals of imported sugar, for 
which contracts were just awarded, 
would be “handled” at 100 bolivianos to 
$1, instead of at 60 bolivianos to $1. 
The low contract price on this large 
quantity of sugar purchased made this 
rate possible, without any increase in 
the retail price of 20 bolivianos a kilo- 
gram for the sugar. Apparently this is 





another step toward substitution of the 


100 and higher rates for the 60 to the 
dollar rate. 


Employees Receive Salary Raises 

Internal friction in the Central 
Obrera Boliviana received wide cover- 
age in the local press. 

Bank employees were granted an 
extra month’s salary bonus for 1952, 
which with other bonuses brought their 
gross salary earnings for the year to 
16 months’ pay. Labor at the nationa- 
lized mines also evidenced increasing 
interest in the termination benefits 
promised them at the time of nationali- 
zation. 

«The Government announced that it 
would increase the pay of public em- 
ployees on a 20- to 40-percent sliding 
scale, at an expense of 800 million boliv- 
ianos during 1953, but primary teachers 
reacted unfavorably, demanding a 100- 
percent increase based on what they 
asserted to be the enormous increase in 
retail prices. Eventually. they tenta- 
tively scaled their demands down to 
“60 percent for urban teachers and 100 
percent for rural teachers, but the Gov- 
ernment held to increases no greater 
than its initial 20- to 40-percent offer. 

In acquiescence to this position, pub- 
lic sanitation employees accepted a 40- 
percent wage increase instead of the 
100-percent increase they had demanded. 
However, they did obtain a 3,000-boliv- 
iano minimum monthly wage, which 
amounted to a 100-percent gain for some 
sanitation employees who had been re- 
ceiving only 1,500 bolivianos a month. 

The Minister of Labor introduced for 
Cabinet consideration the draft of a 
decree to grant substantial family and 
rent subsidy allowances to the majority 


(Continued on Page 18) 


‘West German Trade Shows 
Deficit; Output Down 


The foreign trade balance of the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany showed a 
deficit of about $20 million for January 
1953. Imports declined by 20 percent to 
about $322 million from shipments in 
the preceding month, and exports valued 
at $301 million declined by 28 percent. 

The index of industrial production de- 
clined to 140 (1936=100) in January 
1953, a decline of 8 percent. from De- 
cember 1952. The decline was partly 
seasonal and partly the result of. in- 
creased worker absence due to influenza. 
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Optimism Increases in Argentina as 
Business Activity Trends Upward 


Business in Argentina was better in February than in any other 
month since. the beginning of the precipitate slump last June, despite 
the fact that a large number of factories and offices were closed for 


vacation periods. 


Salés in many lines increased over January levels, and in others the 


downward trend was halted. Conditions 


improved as crop payments began filter- 
ing through commerce and industry. Al- 
though the overall level of business 
activity did not reach that of the like 
period of last year, optimism with re- 
spect to the immediate future increased. 


Demand for consumers’ durable goods 
increased, while improved sales of tex- 
tiles held up throughout the month. The 
iron and steel industry was stimulated 
by increasing sales of agriculture ma- 
chinery and equipment and by demand 
from the construction trades. Also, the 
Government began placing orders for 
steel tires for railway-car wheels and 
for other supplies. As a result of this 
additional activity, work shifts were, 
added and production was boosted. 


Demand for other industrial ma- 
chinery and equipment and for heavy 
industrial chemicals did not rise in 
proportion to the improvement else- 
where. Caustic-soda sales increased 
slightly, reflecting the greater activity 
in soap and textile industries, but the 
general sluggishness indicated that the 
economic recovery will have to become 
more firmly established before there 
will be a renewal of the upward trend 
in these lines. 


Raw-Material Imports Short 


Industrial raw-material imports con- 
tinued for the most part at a very low 
ebb, shortages being aggravated in 
many items. Receipts of imported crude 
oil in contrast reached record amounts, 
the bulk representing first shipments 
for the State -Oil Fields under contracts 
of last November. Domestic stocks of 
petroleum products were extremely 
high, taxing domestic storage capacity. 

The action of the Argentine Govern- 
ment in returning some of the German 
trade-marks to their former owners 
caused speculation in commercial cir- 
cles; 1,389 trade-marks and patents 
were returned, but title to another 
1,139 was retained. This latter group 
covers the principal products now being 
produced by the former German manu- 
facturing firms which were taken over 
by the Government in 1948, as well as 
the established trade names of those 
firms. In general, commercial circles 
believe this return of trade-marks and 
patents will mean increased sales from 
German sources of the products con- 
cerned, and will constitute an incentive 
for German companies to compete ac- 
tively in the Argentine market. 


Since December, the harvest of most 
crops has been completed and their 
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marketing well advanced. Because of 
higher prices granted to farmers by the 
Government this year and the excellent 
yields, farm income has been greatly 
augmented. 


Rainfall continued to be sufficient in 
agricultural zones, and summer crops 
and pastures remained in good condi- 
tion. Because feed was ample and 
prospects were that prices would re- 
main firm or increase, shipments to 
central markets were so much delayed 
that a serious beef shortage developed 
in Buenos Aires. Milk production re- 
mained exceedingly large, resulting in 
increased stocks of butter, cheese, and 
casein which were already somewhat 
burdensome. 

The Argentine Trade Promotion In- 
stitute (IAPI) announced a change in 
buying policy on quebracho, effective 
February 19. The peso price for quebra- 
cho exports had been raised approxi- 
mately 33 percent last October through 
a readjustment of the dollar exchange 
rate, the purpose of the increase being 
to enable producers to raise wages in 
their factories. 


More Money in Circulation 

The amount of money in circulation 
with the public, exclusive of that in 
banks, reached 21.1 billion pesos, ac- 
cording to the Central Bank statement 
of February 23. This figure was 47 per- 
cent greater than that of a year earlier, 
representing as great a gain as had 





Yokohama Mayor Visits 
U. S. on Study Tour 


Moriichi Funabiki, Deputy 
Mayor, Yokohama City Adminis- 
tration, 2 Oimatsu-cho, Nishi-ku, 
Yokohama, Japan, was scheduled 
to arrive in the United States 
April 2, for a 5-day visit to study 
and investigate rural Government 
systems. 

He planned to proceed to the 
International Export Bazaar in 
Buenos Aires, and reenter the 
United States at Miami, on April 
27, for a visit of approximately 2 
months. 

His itinerary includes San Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles, Miami, New 
York, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, De- 
troit, Chicago, St. Louis, Dallas, 
New Orleans, and Dénver. 











occurred at any time during the post- 
war inflationary period. 


The previous peak of money in circu- 
lation was 18.2 billion pesos for De- 
cember 31, 1952. The amount then re- 
flected the payment of the annual wage 
bonus equal to 1 month’s pay, as well 
as the somewhat greater volume of 
retail trade at Christmas and the «first 
flow of income to agriculture at the 
beginning of the harvest season. 


Commercial bank deposits have risen 
only slightly since the end of 1952. The 
rate of advance for several years has 
been slower than that of money in cir- 
culation. Rediscounts of commercial 
banks with the Central Bank which, 
under the Argentine banking system, 
represent the greater part of com- 
mercial and industrial loans, have been 
practically unchangd since last De- 
cember. 


There was not much change in em- 
ployment during February, disturbances 
being at a minimum. While the cost of 
living, according to a private index, 
rose 1.5 percent as compared with the 
preceding month there. had been an 
almost equivalent fall between Decem- 
ber and January, so that in effect living 
costs have~remained rather constant. 


Agreement Signed With Brazil 


Argentina and Brazil concluded an 
agreement under which 1,500,000 tons 
of wheat will be shipped to Brazil during 
the year. In addition it was reported 
that agreement has been reached on the 
total trade between the two countries 
for a 4-year period. 

Brazil is to export 2,500 million 
cruzeiros’ ($135 million) worth of mer- 
chandise annually against shipments 
valued at 3,000 million cruzeiros ($162 
million) from Argentina. The difference 
is to be used to reduce Argentina’s 
debt to Brazil, reportedly about $100 
million. 

As a result of President Peron’s visit 
to Chile, a joint declaration was made 
by him and President Ibanez that a 
treaty would be negotiated between 
the two countries within 120 days from 


(Continued on Page 17) 





Number of Insolvent 
Firms Up in Austria 


Austrian firms which became in- 
solvent in 1952 numbered 917 compared 
with 858 firms in 1951. Gross liabilities 
of insolvent firms were estimated at 
about 300 million schillings (about $14 
million), up 40 million schillings from 
1951. 

The increased number of insolvencies 
was attributed to the termination of in- 
flationary trends in Austria, reduced 
domestic and foreign demand for con- 
sumer goods, and inventory losses 
brought about by price declines, Firms 
in wholesale trade and in the textile, 
clothing, and leather goods industries 
were most affected. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Japanese Trade Shows Yugoslav Industrial Production 
Declines to Near-Normal Level 


The general index of industrial production in Yugoslavia, after 
reaching a peak in October, fell to a more nearly normal level in 
November so that the average for the first 11 months of 1952 was the 


$756 Million Deficit 


Japanese foreign trade in 1952 reg- 
istered an imbalance exceeding that in 
1951 by $116 million and established a 
record deficit. Exports in 1952 were 
valued at $1,271.2 million as compared 


with $1,354.5 million in 1951; whereas 
imports totaled $2,027.5 million in 1952, 
or slightly above the 1951 level of 
$1,995.0 million. 

The trade deficit for the year was 
$756 million, the largest in Japan’s his- 
tory; 59 percent of the deficit was con- 
tracted in the last 6 months of the 
year. Should the monthly averages of 
exports and imports for the last half 
of the year prevail for the calendar 
year 1953, exports would total $1,180 
million and imports $2,070 million, the 
imbalance aggregating $890 million or 
$134 million more than in 1952. 

The Japanese Government, however, 
has projected exports for the current 
year at $1,128-million and imports at 
$1,994 million. The resulting import 
balance would be $856 million, a deficit 
$100 million larger than in 1952. 


The decrease in the value of exports 
in the calendar year 1952 was the re- 
sult of a combination of factors, the 
most important of which were foreign 
import restrictions, a waning demand 
owing in part to noncompetitive prices 
for some Japanese products, reduced 
receipts as a result of lower prices for 
certain export commodities, and a con- 
traction in the world market for cotton 
textiles. 


Cotton Textile Exports Dip 


The most important decline in exports 
during 1952, as compared with 1951, 
was recorded in cotton textiles. Whereas 
in 1951 such exports totaled 1,092,209,- 
000 square yards valued at $317 million 
(24 percent of the total value of ex- 
ports), the comparable figures for 1952 
are 760,955,000 square yards aggregat- 
ing $180 million, or 14 percent of that 
year’s total value of exports. This is a 
decline of 30 percent in volume and 43 
percent in value, 


Imports of major food items—rice, 
wheat, sugar, barley, and soybeans—in 
1952 constituted about the same pro- 
— of Japan’s imports (28 percent) 
y value, as before the war. Although 
this is slightly higher than in 1951, it 
is considerably less than 1950 (33 per- 
cent) and 1949 (35 percent). 

Raw cotton and such other industrial 
raw materials as iron ore, coal, raw 
rubber, raw wool, and petroleum ac- 
counted for another 26 percent in the 
calendar year 1952. In terms of value, 
the largest increases reported for the 
year were in iron ore and coal, a rise 


of 68 and 70 percent, as compared with 
1951.—Emb., Tokyo, 


April 13, 1953 


same as that in 1951. 


In general, the heavy industries showed slight gains, and the light 


industries continued to lag. The policy 
of deliberately holding the light indus- 
tries at a low level of employment will 
continue during 1953, according to a 
high official of the Government, who 
said that this action is necessary in 
view of the shortage of raw materials 
and the necessity of completing the key 
investment program. 


Encouraging trends were notable in 
the production of iron and steel, non- 
ferrous metals, cement, and electrical 
machinery. Although there was a slump 
in November probably owing to floods, 
the 11-month average for all ores was 
up and iron cre showed a gain of 8,000 
metric tons a month, which could mean 
a considerable export gain. 


The monthly average for electrolytic 
copper was up 600 tons; for refined 
lead, 500 tons; and for bismuth, 1,100 
tons; while zine production rose about 
200 tons a month during October and 
November. Many of these gains were 
directly connected with machinery and 
equipment financed by the Export- 
Import Bank and most of them prom- 
ised to have a direct impact on the 
level of Yugoslav exports. 


The increase in average monthly pro- 
duction of cement by 14,000 tons is ex- 
pected to have some effect on exports, 
while the considerable increase in pro- 
duction of electrical machinery—a 30- 
percent rise in 10 months—will proba- 
bly lessen the need for imports. 


Chemical production, after doing well 
during the first half of the year, fell 
off in the last 5 months. The most 
notable declines were in production of 
copper sulfate and sulfuric acid. 

Although the upward trend in mining 
and heavy industry may continue dur- 
ing 1953, production probably will be 


‘kept at a low level in the light indus- 


tries, particularly those dependent on 
imported raw materials, such as the 
textile industry. 


U. 8. Aid Supplemented 
Supplementary aid to Yugoslavia of 
$20 million in addition to the $78-mil- 
lion U. S. share of tripartite aid for the 
fiscal year 1953 was announced in Jan- 

uary by the U. S. Government. 
Allotments from U. S. aid to Yugosla- 
via for 1953 reached $80 million in Jan- 
uary, the latest allotment of $30 million 
being used for the purchase of 105,000 
tons of wheat, and quantities of oats, 
corn, lard, and raw materials. Report- 
ed arrivals of 680 tons of wheat, the 
forthcoming shipments of 15,000 tons 





of wheat from France, and the latest 
wheat purchases from the United 
States will bring total imports of bread 
grains to 800,000 tons during the fiscal 
year 1953. 

Domestic deliveries of wheat to the 
state, however, continued to run at a 
lower level than during the previous 
drought year, when a system of com- 
pulsory deliveries was in effect. Mean- 
while, the Government continued to 
pursue a policy of refusing to pay the 
market price to farmers for grain and 
at the same time encouraging consump- 
tion by keeping bread prices artifically 
low for urban dwellers. 


Food Imports Almost Tripled 


Exports of foods and timber dropped. 
substantially during the last quarter of 
1952,and total exports dropped nearly 
$15 million from the total of $68 million 
in the last quarter of 1951. 


Comparison of imports shows almost 
a tripling of food imports bought with 
Yugoslav resources other than aid. It 
is evident that this increase of food im- 
ports has been achieved by reducing 
Yugoslav imports of hides, textiles, and 
chemicals. The increases in arrivals 
of capital goods and equipment to some 
extent reflects arrivals of such goods 
bought previously on credits. 

The official rate of the dinar through- 
out 1952 was 300 to the U. S. dollar. 
However, by the end of the year the 
“free” rate, employed in the sale and 
purchase of the 20 percent of foreign- 
currency earnings which enterprises do 
not have to surrender to the Govern- 
ment, ranged from 1,600 to 1,800 dinars 
per dollar. 

The original intention of the Yugo- 
slav Government was to keep the free 
foreign-currency market, which is com- 
prised of a very small percentage of 
the foreign exchange used by Yugosla- 
via, for foreign trade and noncommod- 
ity payments, stabilized at or near the 
official. rate, primarily through direct 
bank intervention. The shift in policy 
caused by the drought and’ refiécted 
in the steep rise in foreign exchange 
rates on the 20-percent market during 
the second half of 1952 clearly showed 
the usefulness of the device as a means 
of limiting imports not absolutely vital 
to the economy and of giving additional 
stimulation to exports. Exporters 
would receive a very advantageous rate 
in selling their 20-percent masses 
Emb., Belgrade, 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





10.4 Million Bags 


A total of 10,450,036 bags of VU. S. 
rice had been licensed as of March 31 
for export against the 1952-53 crop year 
commercial allocation of 12,235,953 
bags, the Office of International Trade, 
has announced. ~- 


The amount licensed does not include 
the 5,040,000 bags allocated to the De- 
fartment of Defense for procurement 
by the Quartermaster Corps and the 
Commodity Credit Corporation for use 
in Korean and Ryukyuan military sup- 
ply or civilian relief. Since shipments 
against this amount do not require an 
export license, current figures on these 
shipments are not available to OIT. The 
first-quarter 1953 allocation to the De- 
partment of Defense for these areas 
was 800,000 bags. 

The unlicensed balance in the com- 
mercial allocation, as of March 31, was 
1,825,917 100-pound bags. Countries hav- 
ing the largest unlicensed balances are 
Cuba-.and the Republic of Korea. 

OIT licensed the bulk of the second- 
quarter. allocation for Japan during the 
last week of March to applicants hold- 
ing contracts covered by Japanese im- 
port permits. 

Exporters holding first-quarter li- 
censes are reminded by OIT that the 
licenses will expire April 30, and no 
extension of the validity period will be 
granted. Licenses issued during the first 
quarter against the second-quarter allo- 
cation will be valid until July 31. 

The accompanying table gives the 
status of licensing, as of March 31, of 





Carriers Reminded on Filing 
Of Shipper's Declaration 


Carriers, freight forwarders, and ex- 
porters have been reminded by the 
Office of International Trade that car- 
riers may not lawfully receive cargo on 
a dock for loading until they have been 
furnished with an authenticated copy of 
the shipper’s export declaration. 

Since 1948 OIT’s regulations have 
provided that for all exportations re- 
quiring the filing of shipper’s export 
declarations, the exporter or his for- 
warding agent must file with the Col- 
lector of Customs at the port of exit 
three copies of the declaration, have 
them authenticated by the Collector, 
and deliver one copy to the carrier be- 
fore the goods may be placed on dock 
for loading onto the carrier. The pur- 
pose of this requirement is to give the 
Collector an opportunity to inspect the 
cargo before it is loaded. 

Where evidence indicates that a vio- 
lation has occurred, OIT may order the 
return of the cargo by the carrier or 


deny export privileges to the carrier. - 


OIT’s regulations on this subject are 
contained in Section 379.1 of the Com- 
prehensive Export Schedule. 


of Rice Licensed 


the 1952-53 crop year commercial rice 
allocation, by country or area, in 100- 
pound bags: 




















Balance 
Commercial to be 
Allocation* Licensed licensed 
Belgium- 

Luxembourg 58,755 33,755 25,000 
Switzerland ....... 60,062 40,062 20,000 
Other European 

countries  .......... 14,320 9,320 5,000 
Cuba -coeeee 5,325,000 4,080,960 1,244,040 
Other Western 

Hemisphere 

countries ............ 173,608 108,608 65,000 
Middle East ....... 149,159 104,159 45,000 
| eee 18,000 18,000 
Japan adiielinas , 69,731 
Ceylon 000 | 
Indonesia . \ 

Republic of 

Korea vee 540,000 , 200 339, 800 
New Guinea ........ 7,150 7,150 ~a ae 
_ PR ae 2,000 2,000 
U. 8S. voluntary 

relief agencies.. 30,899 18,553 12,346 

Total ..................12,235,953 10,410,086 1,825,917 


* Adjusted for quantities cancelled or ex- 
pired unused up to March 31. 


U. S., Germany Sign Further 
Agreement on Dollar Bonds 


The Governments of the United 
States and the Federal Republic of 
Germany signed a further agreement 
on April 1 at Bonn, Germany, concern- 
ing validation of German dollar bonds, 
the U. S. Department of State has an- 
nounced. 


The agreement is related both to the 
Agreement on German External Debts 
signed at London on February 27 and 
to the agreement establishing proced- 
ures for validation which was signed at 
Bonn on the same day (see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, March 30, 1953, pp. 
6 and 20). It will be submitted to the 
Senate for advice and consent to ratifi- 
cation, together with the Agreement. 
on German External Debts and the re- 
lated agreements. 


The purpose of validation, the De- 
partment of State said, is to separate 
valid bonds from those which were 
looted in Germany during World War 
II, Under the terms of the Agreement 
on German External Debts, only obliga- 
tions which have been validated will 
be eligible for payment. The procedures 
to be established in accordance with the 
agreement of February 27 will provide 
the mechanism for meeting the require- 
ment of validation. 


The recently signed agreement pro- 
vides that German dollar bonds will 
not be enforceable unless they have 
been validated in accordance with the 
terms of the earlier agreement, or by 
the competent German authorities. This 
will serve the interests of the holders 
of validated bonds, for it will prevent 
the holders of looted bonds from en- 
forcing payment of them and thus re- 
ducing the funds available for the pay- 
ment of validated bonds, the Depart- 
ment of State explained. 





Order Upheld Against 
Two Foreign Firms 


An appeal from an order denying all 
export privileges for the duration of 
export controls to Nederlands Trans- 
port Bureau, a freight forwarding firm 
in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, and to 
Leopold Leo Kolish, its managing di- 
rector, has been denied, the Office of 
International Trade has announced. 

When the order was issued in Sep- 
tember 1951, the firm was known as 
N. V. Van Uden’s Transport Bureau. 
The denial order against it was the 
first directed at a European freight 
forwarding firm by OIT. 

Also, the portion of the order sus- 
pending Satis, A. G., an export-import 
firm in Zurich, Switzerland, George 
Hutmacher, its manager, and Ralph H., 
Brandes for the duration of export con- 
trols because of their participation in 
the same export control violation has 
likewise been upheld. 


Transshipment Planned 


Nederlands Transport and Satis were 
suspended for their parts in engineer- 
ing an arrangement in four European 
countries to transship a U. S. boring and 
turning mill to Hungary in violation 
of U: S. export control regulations. 

Satis ordered the $118,050 mill from 
an American supplier in June 1949, 
falsely stating that it was to be used 
for production of textile machinery 
parts in the branch plant of an Italian 
firm in Brescia, Italy. Actually, Satis 
had resold the machine to a Hungarian 
firm. Relying on representations that 
the Italian firm was of good repute and 
that the transaction appeared to be 
bona fide, OIT granted a license for ex- 
port of the mill to the Italian plant. 

In regard to Satis, the Department 
of Commerce Appeals Board took note 
of the fact that this firm, in its appeal, 
said that its intention was to outwit 
the Hungarian purchasers of the mill 
by effecting the shipment, after reach- 
ing Rotterdam to Italy. The Board de- 
clared, however, that it was convinced 
“that the appellants either made use of 
or conspired with others for the pur- 
pose of carrying out a deliberate and 
well-planned fraud to secure a license 
for the export of the mill on the basis 
of false and misleading representations 
to OIT. The Board is not impressed 
by the effort of these appellants to per- 
suade the Board that they were in fact 
planning a fraud on the Hungarians; 
on the contrary the Board is fully per- 
suaded that these appellants were at 
all times acting knowingly on behalf of 
the Hungarians to achieve control of 
the mill...” 

In affirming the original OIT order 
against Satis, no provision opening the 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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Controls Relaxed on Styrene Polymer 


Relaxation of export controls ~ on 
styrene polymer has been announced by 
the Office of International Trade, U. S. 
Department of Commerce. 

Styrene polymer has been removed 
from OIT’s Positive List and may now 
be shipped under General License GRO 
to all areas except the Iron Curtain 
countries, China, Hong Kong, and 
Macao without prior application to OIT. 
Shipments to the latter areas still re- 


quire an individual validated export 
license. 

The commodities involved in this 
action are the straight polystyrene 


molding and extrusion compositions, as 
well as its emulsions, sheeting, and ex- 
trusions, and other unfinished forms of 
polystyrene resins. They are classified 
under Schedule B Nos. 825210 and 
825250. Validated licenses are still re- 
quired to export polydichlorostyrene and 
copolymers of styrene. 

Controls were relaxed because reten- 
tion of styrene polymer on the Positive 
List is no longer required for strategic 
or supply reasons. 

Collectors of Customs have been noti- 
fied of this action. 

The relaxation became effective 
April 2. 





N. Y. Firm's Export 
Suspension Extended 


The 6-month denial of export privi- 
leges which the Office of International 
Trade imposed on George Bluds of New 
York City and his firm, Caymex Cor- 
poration, on November 3, 1952, has been 
extended for an additional 6 months. 

The original order (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Nov. 17, 1952, p. 31), 
which was issued with Bluds’ consent, 
called for the denial of export privileges 
following Bluds’ violation of export con- 
trols in connection with a shipment of 
290,000 pounds of copper sulfate to 
France. The order, applying to com- 
modities on OIT’s Positive List, held in 
abeyance an additional 6 months’ sus- 
pension if Bluds and his firm did not 
commit any further violations during 
the entire 12-month period. 


Wood Pulp Offered for Sale 

OIT has since learned that Bluds, 
acting as commission agent for an 
American concern, offered for sale to 
prospective customers in France and 
other European countries, large quanti- 
ties of wood pulp of U. S. origin for 
delivery in the customers’ countries. 
This occurred in December 1952 and 
January 1953, soon after the issuance of 
the suspension order. Bluds’ arrange- 
ment with the American concern was 
canceled by that concern when it 
learned of the OIT suspension order 
against Bluds and Caymex. 

Wood pulp is on the Positive List, and 
Bluds knew that its exportation from 
the United States to any foreign des- 
tination is subject to U. S. export ¢on- 
trols. 


In attempting the sale of the wood 
pulp, Bluds and his firm knowingly vio- 
lated the terms of the suspension order 
in that they participated in a transac- 
tion “looking toward the exportation to 
a foreign destination of a commodity on 
the Positive List.” 

This is the first case in which the 
part of a suspension order which had 
been held in abeyance was made effec- 
tive upon a violation of the terms of 
the suspension order, 


April 13, 1953 


Order Upheld 


(Continued from Page 8) 


way for a later termination of the or- 
der was included. 


Nederlands Transport was named by 
Satis as the intermediate consignee, 
designated to receive and forward the 
shipment from Rotterdam. Although 
Nederlands Transport knew that the 
mill was licensed by the U. S. Govern- 
ment, and from the face of the bill of 
lading also knew that the mill was sup- 
posed to go to Italy, it carried out pre- 
vious instructions from Budapest to for- 
ward the mill to a consignee in Hun- 
gary. 

Misleading Statements Made 


Nederlands Transport carefully con- 
cealed this fact from officials of the 
U. S. Consulate in Rotterdam, who in- 
quired about the shipment ’ several 
times, both before and after it arrived 
in Rotterdam in January 1950. OIT 
would not have issued an export license 
to ship the mill to Hungary, an Iron 
Curtain country. 

In upholding the denial order against 
Nederlands Transport, the Appeals 
Board declared that there had been es- 
tablished “a clear pattern of untrue, 
misleading and evasive statements on 
the part of the appellants during the 
period when the truth, if known to the 
Consulate in time, would have enabled 
the United States to frustrate the fraud 
perpetrated upon it.” 

In their appeal, Netherlands Transport 
claimed that its’ officials were not 
aware in precise detail of the U. S. reg- 
ulations concerning export controls at 
the time the violation occurred and 
that, now that their knowledge is 
clearer, such an offense would not occur 
again. The Appeals Board said that this 
apparently means that Nederlands 
Transport and its officials are now 
specifically aware of their responsibili- 
ties under U. S. regulations concerning 
exports. 

On this ground, the Board, while af- 
firming the original OIT order, gave 
the firm the oppertunity, on or after 
January 1, 1954, to file a declaration 
under oath that at no time since July 


U. $. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Most CMP Items Under 
Open-End Export Quota 


Most of the steel, copper, and alumi- 
num controlled materials will be li- 
censed for export on an “open-end” ba- 
sis for the third quarter of 1953, the 
Office of International Trade has an- 
nounced. This action follows the re- 
cent decision by the Office of Defense 
Mobilization to abolish the Controlled 
Materials Plan at the end of the second 
quarter. 


Under an open-end quota, no quanti- 
tative limit on exports is set, but ex- 
ports are controlled on the basis of li- 
censing criteria designed to protect do- 
mestic supplies and safeguard the na- 
tional security. 


The only exceptions to the open-end- 
ing of CMP commodities for export are 
six categories of steel-mill products, 
which will remain under quantitative 
limitations for the third quarter. The 


third-quarter export quotas for these 
items are as follows: 


Foreign Total 
petroleum export 
Commodity operations quota 
Nickel-bearing stainless 
steel in all shapes and 
forms _....... _pounds....500,000 1,754,000 
Plate (Schedule B 
Nos. 603125, 618963, and 
618965) i s. tons.... 22,000 76,580 
Structurals (Nos. 604510, 
618961, and 605000) ....do.... 12,000 50,000 
Standard rails (No. 
605110)... do... 55,000 
Oil country tubular goods 
(Nos. 606210 and 
eee oe oe a do... 46,000. 48,000 
Steel pipe 16” in diameter 
and over (No. 
ERR BCE ESRB Sp SS do.... 5,000 5,000 


OIT is preparing detailed amend- 
ments to its licensing policies and pro- 
cedures for publication in the Compre- 
hensive Export Schedule in the near 
future. Among other things; specific 
filing periods for license applications to 
export the open-ended commodities will 
be abolished, and applications my be 
filed at any time. 


Filing Period Extended 
For Magnesium Exports 


The filing period for license applica- 
tions to export magnesium in the second 
quarter of 1953, which was previously 
established as April 6-20, has been ex- 
tended to April 30, the Office of Inter- 
national Trade has announced. 


The commodities covered are mag- 
nesium metal powder (Schedule B No. 
619152), magnesium metal and alloys in 
crude form and scrap (664547) and 
magnesium  semi-fabricated forms 
(664549). 








26, 1950 (the date of the firm’s answer 
to OIT’s charging letter) has it know- 
ingly committed any export control vio- 
lation. If the declaration is found by 
OIT to be true, the firm’s export privi- 
leges will be restored. 
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Mexico Makes Changes 
In Its Import Tariff 


A number of changes and additions 
have been made in the Mexican import 
tariff. The new rates shown below for 
the various fractions, with former rates 
in parentheses, are for specific duties 
in pesos (1 peso=US$0.115), followed 
by percents ad valorem. 


The changes covering passenger auto- 
mobiles, which became effective on 
March 27, 1953, are as follows: 


9.52.02. Passenger automobiles having an 
official valuation or commercial invoice value, 
whichever is higher. of between 25.000 and 
40,000 pesos: Specific duty. 2.000 pesos each 
(same): ad valorem. 40 percent (35). 

9.52.03. Same. of velas between 40,000 and 
>_> pesos: Each, 4,000 pesos (2,000); 45 


9.52.04. Same, of value over 55,000 pesos: 
Each, 5,500 pesos (3,000); 55 (45). 


The following changes in the customs 
tariff on machinery items became effec- 
tive on March 31: 


8.62.14. Leather pickers for weaving looms: 

— pws 2 pesos (0.10); 25 (same). 

Machines and a paratus of any 
kind. aeaiiseetiee a unit destined for pro- 
duction of electric ene , with the excep- 
tion of accumulators, cells, switchboards and 
transformers, and interrupters and motors 
made in the country. The phrase ‘‘and in- 
terrupters and motors made in the country”’ 
has been added to the description. In order 
to be entitled to the exemption, importers of 
interrupters and motors must submit to the 
Director General of Customs illustrations and 
technical specifications to prove that the 
products are not manufactured in the coun- 
try. This classification remains exempt from 
uty. 

8.00.10. Machines and apparatus of any 
kind, not specified, forming together a par- 
tial or complete machine set installation or 
an extension of existing installations, im- 
ported in one or several consignments, ex- 
cept interrupters, motors, and transformers, 
not forming an integral part of the machines 
and appliances, which themselves constitute 
an industrial mechanical unit. The words 
“interrupters” and ‘‘transformers”’ have been 
added to the last portion of the description, 
which previously mentioned only electric 
motors. This classification remains exempt 
from duty. 


The’ following changes affecting foot- 
wear, furs and skins, and fur or leather 
garments, became effective April 1: 


7.30.10. Waterproof footwear 
even with fabric: 
(3.60); 60 (same). 

7.30.20. Footwear of fabric of all sorts, 
with soles of material other than leather: 
Pair, 7 pesos (2); (same). 

age 2 Footwear of unspecified materials: 
Pur, pesos (2); 40 (same). 

732,00. Boots with uppers or soles of skin 
or leather, of all kinds: Pair, 25 pesos (6); 
20 (same). 

7.32.01. Footwear 73 uppers or soles of 
skin or leather, of all kinds, measuring more 
than 20 centimeters in length and stitched 
with double welt (Gooeress Welt” manu- 
gone process): Pair, pesos (7.50); 

(same 

7.32.10. Footwear with uppers or soles of 
skin or leather, of all kinds, up to 20 centi- 
meters, in length; not speci ed: Pair, 8 
Doses (3); 25 (same). 

7.32.12. Same, over 20 conteeese in length, 
=o ecified: Pair, 20 pesos (6.50); 20 (same). 
Vogal hi tanned with the JE 4 - any 
kilogram, 50 pesos (30); 60 (50). 
wingi.10 Bi ae of hides Pap ae tanned 
with the hair, rege pm Ps centi- 
moe het a Legal Sd % pesos 
(10); 

1.31.19. Manufactures of skins tanned with 
the hair, not specified: _ Legal kilogram, 60 
pesos (35); 70 (60). 

1.32.10. Wearing awe, 


10 


of rubber, 
Legal kilogram, 10 pesos 


also separate 


parts thereof, of leather or of hide or skin 
with the hair, lined or ornamented with fab- 
rics. containing silk: Legal kilogram, 65 
pesos (35); 80 (70). 

1.32.11. Same, lined or ornamented with 
fabrics not containing silk: Legal kilogram, 
60 pesos (35): 70 (60 

1.50.10. Manufactures of all sorts of 
feathers mounted on spun goods or fabrics 
of all kinds: Legal kilograni, 0 pesos (17.50); 
70 (35). 

The following changes and additions 
became effective April 2: 

6.13.00. Chlorine and nitrogen. Previously 
covered “Chlorine, nitrogen, and argon. 
Duties remain at 0.01 peso per gross kilo- 
gram, ay 1 percent. 

6.13. Argon, neon and other gases used 
in the manufacture of fluorescent lamps: 
Gross kilogram, 0.01 peso; 1 percent. This is 
a new classification. 

8.43.32. Cathodes, hot or cold type, for 
lighting fluorescent lamps: Gross kilogram, 
0.03 peso: 5 percent. (New classification.) 

8.69.53. Separate and spare parts, not speci- 
fied, of iron or steel, even when combined 
with other metals, for machines and appa- 
ratus employed in industry, mining, and the 
arts, welgning up to 5 kilograms: ross kilo- 
gram, 0. peso (0.05); 5 (15). Previously, 
this category applied only to iron and steel, 
and no weight limit was specified. 

.69.54. Same, weighing over 5 kilograms: 
Gross kilogram, 0.05 peso (same); (15). 
Previously, this category applied to nickel 
or other unspecified metal, and no weight 
limit was specified. 

The following change and addition 
concerning electrical wiring became ef- 
fective April 5: 

3.91.03. Cable of common metal and alloys 
thereof, insulated with any material and 
protected with coatings of metals other than 
aluminum or copper, not specified: Gross 
kilogram, 0.03 peso (same); 30 (5). 

3.91.04. Cable of common metal and alloys 
thereof, for telephone installations, protected 
with coatings of metals other than alumi- 
num or copper, and not containing asphalt: 
Gross kilogram, 0.03 peso; 5 percent. (New 
Seema sation: previously covered under 


—Diario Oficial, March 25, 26, and 27, 
1953. 


India and Pakistan 
Sign New Trade Pact 


A far-reaching development in the 
pattern of the trade of Southern Asia 
is the signing of a 3-year Indo-Pakistan 
trade agreement on March 22, noted in 
the press as the key to closer commer- 
cial ties between the two countries, 
Concessions by both India and Pakistan 
smoothed the way for the new trade 
pact. 

Under the new trade agreement, India 
will purchase at least 1,800,000 bales 
of jute from Pakistan through normal 
trade channels in each of the three jute 
years beginning in July. 

India has also agreed to facilitate ex- 
ports of coal to Pakistan, which pro- 
duces only about one-fourth of its re- 
quirements. The amount of coal to be 
exported to Pakistan and the duration 
of the shipments was not mentioned, 
but India is expected to supply 80,000 
tons per month. 

It is also reported that India will re- 
lease 500 freight cars claimed by Paki- 
stan and will make available additional 
cars for the movement of coal to Paki- 
stan. 

Pakistan has agreed, effective March 





Canada Drops Controls 
On More Metals, Scrap 


Canada has taken three separate 
actions decontrolling nonferrous metals: 
@ The requirement of approval for 
purchase and sale of primary copper 
and primary aluminum was removed 
March 17. Companies must, however, 


still report their sales distribution, so 
that the Department of Defense Pro- 
duction may have accurate information 
on the movement of these metals. 


’ This relaxation was preceded by 
similar actions taken on September 17, 
1952, for wrought copper, copper wire, 
copper* rod and alloys, and wrought 
aluminum. 

@ Import restrictions on nonferrous 
metal scrap, in effect since April 4, 
1952, were removed March 19. Included 
in this category are products consisting 
predominantly of nonferrous metal sold 
as scrap or unsalable except as scrap. 

These products were put under im- 
port control because the United States 
had price controls on nonferrous scrap 
while Canada did not, and as a conse- 
quence the movement to Canada was 
heavy. However, continuance of these 
controls became unnecessary after the 
recent removal of price controls and the 
increase in supply of ome) in both coun- 
tries. 


@ Controls on exports to the United 
States were lifted on March 20 for 
aluminum, antimony, bismuth, brass 
and bronze, cadmium, cobalt, copper, 
lead, molybdenum, tin, tungsten, and 
zinc. Exports to other countries con- 
tinue under control. 

Export of nickel in all forms, includ- 
ing scrap, to the United States, as well 
as all other destinations, remains under 
control because of a continuing scarcity. 





25, 1953, to eliminate-the special license 
fee of 2 rupees and 8 annas applicable 
on exports of raw jute to India and to 
reduce the export duty on loose jute 
or kutcha bales to that prevailing on 
pucca bales. Effective on the same date, 
India has agreed to eliminate the pres- 
ent export duty on Indian coal. 


An additional concession by Pakistan 
provides that exposed motion picture 
film coming from India will be subject 
to the same duty levied on imports of 
film from other sources. 





Zim-Israel Line has announced the 
scheduling of a sailing on May 22 for its 
newly acquired passenger liner Jeru- 
salem from New York to Haifa, Israel. 

This will be the first official sailing 
of the vessel from the United States 
under the Israel flag. At the conclusion 
of the voyage the vessel will join the 
Zim-Israel Mediterranean service. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Venezuela Requires 


Bulk Food Labeling 


The Venezuelan Ministry of Health 
has announced that, as of May 31, 1953, 
all food products in bulk containers 
must be registered and that such prod- 
ucts when imported must contain. the 
following information, - either  incor- 
porated into the label or firmly attached 
to the container as an additional sticker 
or tag: 

@ The common name of the product 
in Spanish, such as flour, oatmeal, spray 
skim milk powder. 


@ The name of the manufacturer, 
broker, or exporter (this to be inter- 
preted as the name of the company re- 
sponsible for the product). 

@ The net weight in 
system. 

@ The phrase “Registrado en el Minis- 
terio de Sanidad bajo el numero .. .” 
These words, which mean “Registered 
in the Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare under number ., .,” may not be 
abbreviated in any way. 

No official resolution to this effect 
has yet been published in the Official 
Gazette. Hence it is presumed that this 
action has taken the form of an internal 
administrative order. It is assumed that, 
since this regulation was not given wide 
publicity, the Venezuelan authorities 
will permit entry into the country of 
goods in preparation or in transit. 

The Venezuelan Ministry of Health 
has been trying to stimulate the regis- 
tration of more food products sold in 
the country by requiring purity certi- 
ficates for each shipment of nonregis- 
tered food products (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Oct. 13, 1952,- p. 12). 
Venezuelan food and beverage regula- 


the metric 


tions require that all food products be 
registered, but the Ministry of Health 
has not hitherto insisted upon this 
requirement. . 


Other than incidental expenses, there 
is no charge for registration of food 
products, nor is re-registration required. 
An application for registration must be 
accompanied by: 

@ Three samples of the product (for 
flour, each sample to be 2 kilograms; for 
other products, 1 kilogram). 


@ Three samples of the empty con- 
tainer, when it is a paper or cloth sack, 
or carton. When a large wood, fiber, or 
steel container is used, a full description 
in Spanish in triplicate, together with a 
photograph of the container, will be a 
satisfactory substitute. 


@ A certificate from a public health 
official of the Federal Government, or 
of some State or local government, de- 
claring that the sale and consumption 
of the product has been authorized in 
the country of origin and that the 
product has been manufactured on 
inspected premises and in accordance 
with official requirements. This cer- 
tificate must be legalized by the Vene- 
zuelan consul. 


@ Three samples of the sticker or ad- 
ditional label if the required informa- 
tion is not shown on the container or 
normal label. (For good products con- 
taining more than one ingredient the 
label must show a list of ingredients in 
descending order of volume.) 

The application for registration must 
be made on stamped paper (cost, 0.50 
bolivar) and must carry a _ 1-bolivar 
stamp. There is no charge for analysis. 
Thus, total incidental expense of regis- 
tration is 1.50 bolivars (1 bolivar= 
$0.30). The time consumed in registra- 
tion is about 30 days.—Emb., Caracas. 





U. K. Relaxes Controls 


Slight concessions on the use of 
blocked sterling were announced by 
the Bank of England on March 11. 

British exchange-control authorities 
usually direct that sterling proceeds 


from sales of capital assets by nonres- 
idents to persons or firms classified as 
residents of the sterling area for ex- 
change-control purposes be deposited 
in “blocked sterling accounts.” 

Blocked sterling funds must still 
either be kept in blocked bank accounts 
or be invested in any sterling securities 
quoted on a recognized stock exchange 
in the sterling area; and they are not 
redeemable within 10 years from date 
of purchase, 


However, a nonresident may now 
transfer a blocked sterling account di- 
rectly to another person or firm in the 
Same monetary area. Formerly the only 
Way in which he could transfer such 
funds was by purchasing an authorized 
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on Blocked Sterling 


security with the funds and then sell- 
ing the security for “switch sterling.” 
Moreover, banks in which blocked 


funds are deposited are now permitted 
to pay interest on blocked accounts, and 


. the earnings may be freely transferred 


and converted into the currency of the 
depositor’s country of residence. Here- 
tofore only income earned after blocked 
sterling was invested in authorized 
securities could be transferred in this 
manner. 

Thus far the banks have not an- 
nounced the rate at which they will 
pay interest on blocked accounts. Cur- 
rently 2 percent interest is paid on 
savings accounts in the United King- 
dom. 

It is generally considered that these 
changes will have little practical effect 
but are more important as a further in- 
dication of the Government’s trend 
toward allowing greater freedom in use 
of nonresident sterling. 





National Maritime Day, May 22. 
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Argentina Regulates Its 
Southern Import Trade 


Argentina has introduced a new sys- 
tem of regulations governing importa- 
tion of merchandise south of the 42d 
parallel, whereby customhouses and tax 
receivers’ offices in that region are to 
authorize duty-free clearance for speci- 
fied goods only. Lists of such goods are 
to be prepared by the Ministries of 
Treasury and Finance, and quotas are 
also to be established by them. 

No duty-free clearance is to be ef- 
fected without prior authorization 
granted in accordance with the respec- 
tive quotas by special commissions to 
be established at Puerto Madryn; Como- 
doro Rivadavia,@ Rio Gallegos, and 
Ushuaia. Importers of -goods cleared 
free of duty must prove the ultimate 
destinations of all merchandise. 

These regulations were put into effect 
by decree No. 1400 of January 27. The 
new decree supersedes a decree issued 
in 1945 establishing a system of duty 
exemption for imports necessary to “the 
clothing, nourishment, health, housing, 
and work” of the population of that 
region. 

Evidence was found, according to the 
new decree, that some of the goods so 
imported were diverted unlawfully from 
their legal destinations. 

Establishment of an adequate sys- 
tem of control designed to prevent con- 
traband traffic with the heavily popu- 
lated regions north of the 42d parallel, 


was therefore deemed advisable.—Emb., 
Buenos Aires. 





Tunisia Authorizes Private 
Coffee Trade, Imposes Duty 


Private trade in coffee was authorized 
in Tunisia by new fegulations promul- 
gated on January 20. Formerly impor- 
tation of coffee was a Government mo- 
nopoly and private imports of coffee 
were prohibited. 

At the>same time a 10-percent ad 
valorem import duty was established on 
coffee imports from France and Algeria 
and a 20-percent duty on imports from 
all other countries. A 35-percent con- 
sumption tax was levied on all coffee 
imports. 

The import duty and consumption tax 
apply to both green and roasted coffee 
and also to coffee extract and similar 
preparations with a coffee base. These 
items were formerly duty exempt— 
Journal Officiel Tunisien, Jan. 23, 1953. 





U. K. Registrations Increase 


The number of passenger cars regis- 
tered for the first time in the United 
Kingdom in 1952 totaled 187,535, most 
of which were new cars straight from 
the manufacturers’ plants. Registra- 
tions numbered 136,182 in 1951. 

The drop in exports has released more 
cars for the home market, 











Panamanian Reexport 


Contro!s Modified 


Panama will now permit vessels of 
less than 1,000 tons to withdraw ~sup- 
plies for their own use from bonded of- 


‘ficial or private warehouses in Panama 


City or Colon upon payment of Pana- 
manian import duties. 

Vessels of 1,000 tons or more may 
withdraw merchandise from such ware- 
houses without payment of duty for re- 
export to foreign ports on international 
routes. 

Reexport of non-duty-paid merchan- 
dise by air is also permitted, if it is 
shipped from Tocumen National Airport 
and by an international air carrier. 

(The «prohibition against reexport of 
merchandise in smal, craft was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Feb. 9, 1953, p. 10.) 


B. Congo Makes Changes 
In Import Tariff Schedule 


The classifications and descriptions of 
numerous items of the Belgian Congo 
import tariff have been revised by a 
legislative ordinance of December 30, 
1952. The revised items include certain 
foodstuffs, insecticides, furs, tools, paper 
and products, metal manufactures, 
household articles and parts, luggage, 
office furnishings, large receptacles, and 
electrical connecting devices. 

Rates of duty have also been revised 





for several items. The principal items ~ 


affected; their new rates, in percent ad 
valorem; and former rates, shown in 
parentheses, are: Cast-iron hygienic 
and toilet articles and parts: Enameled, 
10 (15); other, 10 (20); hygienic and 
toilet articles and parts of tole, or sheet 
iron, or steel, 10 (15-20, depending on 
type); oleostearin, 20 (5).—Bulletin Of- 
ficiel du Congo Belge, Feb. 1, 1953. 


BENELUX 


Lumber Import Duties Suspended 


The 10-percent ad valorem import 
duty on large-size coniferous lumber— 
classified under the Benelux Tariff No. 
384(a)l—has again been suspended by 
the Belgian Government through a 
Royal Decree of March 2, published 
in the official Moniteur Belge on 
March 7. 

The duty suspension will apply from 
March 16 to December 31, 1953. At 
the latter date the suspension of import 
duty on all items of sawn wood covered 
by Tariff No. 384 expires unless re- 
newed. 

Import duties on large-size lumber 
were reapplied as of January 1, 1953 
(see Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 
26, 1953), after having been suspended 
since the institution of the Benelux 
Tariff in 1948. 

Issuance of a corresponding Nether- 
Jands decree has not yet been re- 
ported.—_Emb., Brussels, 
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BRAZIL 


License Applications Suspended 


The Export-Import Department of the 
Bank of Brazil (CEXIM) has provision- 
ally suspended the acceptance of new 
applications for import licenses pend- 
ing the adoption of a new system of li- 
censing to be put into effect on July 1, 
1953. The suspension was published in 
the Diario Oficial of March 20, as Notice 
No. 307. 

The new licensing system under con- 
sideration envisages the strict limita- 
tion of imports both to correspond with 
official budgets and actual exchange 
availabilities and to insure supplies of 
materials essential to the economic life 
of the country. 


The provisional suspension of the re- 
ceipt of new applications for import li- 
censes is not expected to cause difficul- 
ties in the Brazilian supply situation. 
Applications for licenses already in the 
hands of the CEXIM take care of the 
country’s requirements. 

The Director of the CEXIM stated 
that up to June 30, 1953, licenses will 
be granted only in connection with re- 
quests submitted before the date of the 
provisional suspension.—Emb., Rio de 
Janeiro. 


BOLIVIA 
Import Licensing Changed 


New standards and procedure for 
submission and consideration of import 
license applications and for the limited 
issuance of import licenses were an- 
nounced by the Central Bank of Bolivia 
in March. 


Licenses will be issued on the basis 
of firm quotations submitted by indi- 
vidual importing houses, but the con- 
tinuing tight credit situation and the 
restricted availability of foreign ex- 
change may restrict substantially the 
number of offers and quotations sub- 
mitted. 

The announcement shows first pri- 
ority and preference in import license 
and foreign exchange authorizations for 
processed milk, tea, sardines, spices and 
condiments, and dentifrices. Second pri- 
ority is indicated for construction ma- 
terials—steel, pipe, galvanized roofing, 
wire, etc.; third priority for tools, tires 
and tubes, lubricants, electrical wire and 
cable, and building hardware; and 
fourth, for a limited number of essen- 
tial nonfood items, apparently including 
newsprint. 

Any local importer or manufacturers’ 
representative, with domicile within the 
Republic and legally registered in the 
Mercantile Register, may present offers 
under the new plan. 

The Foreign Trade Division of the 
Central Bank will give preference to 
importers who have presented the best 
quotations, but reserves the right to 
prorate import permits among other 


importers whose offers may be found 
advantageous. 


Offers, quotations, and other mat- 
ters in the petitions for import permits 
will be studied by the Foreign Trade 
Division of the Central Bank at La Paz. 
Distribution of import permits for the 
interior of the Republic are to be made 
by the appropriate branch agencies of 
the Central Bank—Emb., La Paz. 


ECUADOR 
Certain Items Have Free Entry 


For a short period certain items are 
permitted entry free from customs 
duties and all other additional import 
taxes except consular fees and port 
assessments. To qualify for duty-free 
treatment the goods must reach Ecua- 
doran ports by May 15, 1953. 

This measure, formalized in a decree 
dated March 23, 1953, was taken to 
cope with the serious food supply prob- 
lem created by the disruption of 
transportation and communications 
caused by the recent torrential rains 
in Ecuador. 

The items involved, with the import 
tariff numbers in parentheses, are: 





Dry meat (4); meats in general, fresh or 
refrigerated (5): eggs, fresh (10): garlic (35); 
onions and tender-onions (42); Irish potatoes 
(62); beans, lentils, green peas, and chickling 
vetch (75): chickpeas (garbanzos), (76): corn, 
threshed or on tassel, in any container (90 
and 91): common salt (113): refined table 
salt (114); and kerosene (157) and gasoline 
(161). 

The last two items listed get duty- 
free treatment only when imported 
through Macara in Loja Province and 
Tulean in Carchi Province. — Emb., 
Quito. 


FRENCH TOGOLAND 


Raises Duty on Tobacco, Gasoline 


Fiscal import duties on tobacco and 
gasoline have been increased in French 
Togoland, by an order of December 31, 
1952, published in the Journal Officiel 
of January 16. ® 

The new duties on these products and 
former rates, in parentheses, are as 
follows: 





In percent ad valorem: Unmanufactured to- 
bacco, leaves or stems, 80 (70): fresh tobacco 
extracts or sauces. 25 (30). 

Per net kilogram: Cigars and cigarettes, 
550 (500) Colonial French African francs; 
other tobacco, smoking, chewing, and snuff, 
450 (400) CFA francs. 

Per liquid hectoliter: .Gasoline, 870 (270) 
CFA francs. 


(At official rate 1 CFA franc—US- 
$0.0057. ) 


Transaction Tax Established 


A transaction tax leviable at three 
different rates, depending upon the type 
of business activity, has been estab- 
lished in French Togoland, by an order 
of November 29, 1952. 

Rates are fixed as follows: 3 percent 
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ad valorem on all internal business 
transactions; 4 percent on all exports; 
and 6 percent on imports. 

The valuation basis for the tax on 
exports is the f.o.b. sales price; for all 
other operations it is the c.i.f. value. 

Goods imported for personal use or 
for a specific purpose but not for re- 
sale are exempt from the transaction 
tax but are subject instead to a 6-per- 
cent compensation tax. Some foodstuffs 
are exempt from all taxes.—Journal Of- 
ficiel of French Togoland, Dec. 16, 1952. 


GERMANY (SOVIET ZONE) 
Trade Agreements Signed 


Three trade agreements, providing for 
reciprocal trade between Eastern Ger- 
many and Hungary, Albania, and Bul- 
garia, have been signed. 

The Soviet Zone of Germany @ill de- 
liver machinery and equipment, pre- 
cision mechanical and optical instru- 
ments, and chemicals to Hungary, under 
a trade agreement signed January 31, 
1953. In return, Hungary will - deliver 
diesel trucks and trailers, buses, dump 
trucks, agricultural and animal prod- 
ucts, and bauxite. 

Press reports indicate that difficulties 
were encountered in the negotiations. 
Eastern Germany could not promise to 
deliver in 1953 more than half of the 
equipment needed for the exploitation 
of Hungarian bauxite deposits, a process 
which the Soviet bloc’s Council for 
Mutual Economic Aid has _ ordered 
expedited. Also contributing to the diffi- 
culties was Hungary’s inability to de- 
liver a requested 5,000 tons of meat 
until October 1953. 

Under a trade agreement signed with 
Albania on February 2, 1953, the Soviet 
Zone of Germany is to deliver machin- 
ery and equipment. Albania, which up 
to the middle of 1952 had made no ex- 
ports to Eastern Germany, is to supply 
Nonferrous metals, chromium, tobacco, 
drugs, and wood. 

’ A trade and payments agreement be- 
een the Soviet Zone of Germany and 
ulgaria was signed January 21, 1953. 

The goods exchange agreed upon is 

larger than last year. Germany will 

supply machinery and equipment, chem- 
icals, and raw materials, while Bulgaria 
will supply tobacco, agricultural prod- 

_ and industrial raw materials.— 
CoG, 





MEXICO 
Changes Made in Export Tariff 


Mexican export duties on calcium 
fluoride and leather gloves, splits, and 
garments have been revised, as follows: 


rection 89-24, Calcium fluoride in natural 


or Souceesrates, even if ground, now 
tiable, at 3.15 pesos per 1, ross _ kilo- 
. plus 2 percent ad valorem. réviously 


6xempt from all normal duties. 

Simultaneously this classification was 

nted a 75-percent reduction from the 15- 
reent ad valorem surcharge, 
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Fraction 71-21, Gloves of leather and leath- 
er splits, even with parts of cloth or any 
kind of fabric, exempt from all normal 
duties. Previously subject to 5 percent ad 
valorem. The description previously read 

“leather gloves.’ 


Fraction 71-29, Leather garments made of 
skins with hair and plumage removed, not 
specified, exempt from all normal duties. 
Previously subject to 5 percent ad valorem. 

These changes, effective for the first 
item on March 19 and for the latter two 
on March 27, were published in the 
Diario Official of March 3 and 23, 1953. 


PANAMA 
Fixes Single Milk Duty 


The official Institute for Economic 
Development (IFE) in Panama must 
now pay the regular import duty of 
$0.06 per kilogram on 35,000 cases of 
evaporated milk which it is authorized 
to import in the first 6 months of 1953. 
The action establishing a standardized 
rate of duty was taken by Decree No. 
249 of March 13, 1953. 

Heretofore, evaporated milk imported 
by the Agricultural, Livestock and In- 
dustrial Bank—the organization which 
was taken over by the IFE—was as- 
sessed at a special, lower duty rate of 
$0.50 per case of 48 cans. The Bank 
had been charging Panamanian mer- 
chants the full amount of the regular 





. duty, and using for its operating ex- 


penses the difference between the -spe- 


cial and regular rates.—Emb., Panama 
City. 


TANGIER 


Imposes Consumption Tax 


A 1-percent consumption tax has 
been established in the International 
Zone of Tangier on all goods imported 
or manufactured there, by a law of De- 
cember 17, 1952.—Bulletin Officiel of 
the Tangier Zone, Dec. 31, 1952, 


TUNISIA 


Duties Increased on Explosives 


Import duties on certain types of ex- 
plosives imported into Tunisia—which 
had been 10 percent ad valorem—were 
increased by an order dated January 19, 
1953, and presumably effective as of 
that date. 

The items affected by the order and 
the new rates are as follows: 

@ Explosives with a base of am- 
monium nitrate, chlorates, perchlorates, 
or other inorganic compounds, 25 per- 
cent ad valorem. 

® Explosives with a base of nitrated 
organic derivatives or of nitric esters, 
other than aromatic: With a nitrogly- 
cerin content less than 12 percent, 30 
percent ad valorem; 12 percent to 20 
percent, 20 percent ad valorem; 21 per- 
cent and over, 15 percent ad valorem. 

These rates are applicable to imports 





from all countries other than France © 


and Algeria, Preferential rates on such 


CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


goods imported from France and Al- 
geria are 10 percent ad valorem less.— 
Journal Officiel Tunisien, Feb. 3, 1953, 


URUGUAY 
Meat Contract Signed With U.K. 


Uruguay and the United Kingdom 
signed a meat agreement in Montevideo 
on March 27, 1953, under the terms of 
which Uruguay undertakes to sell to the 
British during the calendar year 1953 
not less than 30,000 tons of carcass 
meat and 2,000 tons of canned corned 
meat at prices similar to those agreed 
upon between Argentina and the United 
Kingdom on December 31, 1952. ‘ 

These prices are as follows, in pounds 
sterling per long ton: 


Chiller-quality beef sides shipped chilled, 
181; shipped frozen, 161; frozen beef sides 
type ‘ ‘B,”’ 151; frozen lamb carcasses, 1st and 
2nd quality, i48: frozen pork cuts, 262.10.0; 
frozen pork offals, 139; canned corned beef, 
we! case of 12 6- — tins: ist yet 8.16.1; 
nd quality, 8. in cases 0 12-ounce 
tins, lst quality, 3: 2nd quality, 4.13.5; canned 
corned mutton, in cases of 12 6-pound tins, 
7.18.8; in cases of 48 12-ounce tins, 4.9.5. 
(1 pound sterling=US$2.80 at par.) 


Shipments under the new cgntract 
are expected to begin arriving in the 
United Kingdom around May 1.—Emb., 
London. 


VENEZUELA 
Signs Agreement With France 


A new trade agreement between 
Venezuela and France, providing for 
reciprocal treatment of commerce be- 
tween the two countries, was concluded 
on March 11. 

It supersedes the 1-year agreement 
between these countries which expired 
July 26, 1951. Effective for 1 year 
beginning March 11, 1953, the new 
agreement may be renewed for 1-year 
periods, or may be abrogated by either 
party upon 3 months’ notice. 

Under the agreement, the French 
Government. guarantees to grant li- 
censes and foreign exchange for the 
annual importation of not less than 
2,000 tons of coffee and 250 tons of 
cacao, commencing with the date: of 
the agreement. 

Venezuela guarantees to bind the 
present general import duty rates on 
champagnes, red and white wines, 
cognac, mineral waters; on combs of 
horn, shell, or bone; and on French hair 
dyes. These rates are higher than in the 
former agreement. 

The new agreement leaves Venezuela 
free to increase duties on liqueurs, 
unspecified pharmaceutical products, 
and silk cloth (up to 90 grams weight) 
—items which were included under the 
former agreement at reduced duties— 
should Venezuela desire to grant more 
tariff protection to its industry. 

However, the French obligation to 
purchase Venezuelan coffee and cacao is 
lessened; and the obligation to purchase 
Venezuelan petroleum products is 
eliminated.—Emb., Caracas. 























U. S. Exports to Latin American 


Republics Decline in 1952 


United States exports to the Latin American Republics in 1952 
were appreciably lower than in 1951, while imports were a little higher. 

The most significant development of the period was the marked 
shift in the pattern at midyear, when exports to the area dropped 
sharply from the high post-Korean levels of 1951 and early 1952. 


Imports recovered at the beginning 
of the year from the temporarily low 
volume of the second half of 1951, 
and rose further during the last 6 
months of 1952. In the latter period, 
accordingly, an excess of imports over 
exports supplanted the substantial sur- 
plus of exports which had existed dur- 
ing the preceding 15 months. 

Totaling $3,477 million for the full 
year, exports to the Republics were 
7 percent less than in 1951, when they 
had expanded by nearly two-fifths from 
1949 and 1950 levels to a value ex- 
ceeded only in 1947. As noted above, 
the 1952 decline was concentrated in 





U. S. foreign trade statistics cited in this 
article have been prepared by the Office of 
International Trade from basic date tabu- 
lated by the Bureau of the Census; foreign 
country trade data have been taken from 
official statistics of the respective countries 
and from publications of the Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation. 





the second half of the year. From an 
annual rate of $3,806 million in the 
first 6 months, exports dropped 17 per- 
cent to a rate of $3,148 million during 
the July-December period. 

Imports from the area, although con- 
tinuing the generally upward trend of 
recent years, increased only 2 percent 
to $3,410 million in 1952, reflecting the 
stabilization of U. S. import demand 
after its upsurge and relapse in 1951. 
In contrast with that year, when tlhe 
value of imports fell sharply after June, 
imports in the second half of 1952 mod- 
erately exceeded those in the first half. 

This upward movement, in conjunc- 
tion with the midyear drop in U. S. ex- 
ports to Latin America, resulted in an 
aggregate import surplus of $175 mil- 

Table I.—U. 8S. Merchandise Trade With 

Latin American Republics 
[Value in millions of dollars] 
Excess of 


ex 
Exports, incl. General (+-) or im- 














Period reexports imports ports (—) 
1947 3,857.8 2,167.6 1,690.2 
948 3,165.6 2,351.9 813.7 
721.1 2,301.0 420.1 

2,719.9 2,909.8 — 189.9 

3,740.9 3,347.8 t 393.1 

3,476.9 3,410.0 66.9 

856.2 1,026.0 — 169.8 

. 950.7 846.3 + 104.4 

. 965.8 701.0 T 264.8 

968.2 774.5 193.7 

. 977.8 876.1 t 101.7 

925.2 785.6 139.6 

773.9 854.7 — 80.8 

800.0 893.7 — 93.7 








lion in U. S. trade with the Republics 
during the last 6 months of the year, 
largely offsetting the export surplus 
of $241 million in earlier months. The 


annual excess of U. S. exports over 
imports was thus reduced to $67 million, 
as compared with $393 million in 1951. 


After the sharp price fluctuations 
which occurred during 1950 and 1951, 
the average unit values of both exports 
and imports remained relatively con- 
stant throughout 1952 at levels very 
close to the high averages of the pre- 
ceding year. Volume changes in trade 
with the Republics last year virtually 
paralleled the value changes glready 
described. 


The Latin American Republics con- 
tinued to be second only to Western 
Europe as a destination for U. S. ex- 
ports and remained the principal source 
of imports, with only moderate changes 
in their percentage shares of total U. S. 
trade in either direction. The propor- 
tion of total exports sent to the Re- 
publics last year was 23 percent, 10 
points less than the percentage sent to 
Western Europe. 

Exclusive of military shipments, how- 
ever, the difference between the shares 
of the two areas was considerably nar- 
rowed in. 1952. The proportion of non- 
military shipments going to Latin 
America remained roughly one-fourth, 
while Western Europe’s share dropped 
near that level, from about three-tenths 
in 1951. 


Third of Imports From L. A. 


Approximately 32 percent of total 
U. S. imports came from the 20 Amer- 
ican Republics in 1952. This percentage 
was quite similar to that for 1951, and 
was still well above the 22 percent 
share provided by Canada, the second 
leading source. 

Again in 1952, nearly three-fourths 
of U. S. exports to the area went to 
five countries—Mexico, Brazil, Cuba, 
Venezuela, and Colombia. Within this 
group, however, there were some fairly 
marked shifts in relative importance, 
downward for Brazil and upward for 
Venezuela and Colombia. Similarly, al- 
though the proportion of Latin Amer- 
ican goods coming to the United States 
from these countries—around 70 per- 
cent—was little changed from 1951, 
their individual shares were consider- 


ably altered. Here also, Brazil’s per- 
centage dropped and Venezuela’s rose; 
but a greater advance in relative im- 


portance as a supplier of U. S. imports 
was that of Mexico. 


Dollar Shortage Hinders Exports 


The ‘decline in the Republics’ pur- 
chases from the United States last year 
marked the end of the extended period 
of overstimulated demand which had 
followed the Korean outbreak in mid- 
1950. Through 1951 and into 1952, goods 
for capital investment, consumption, 
and inventory accumulation were flow- 
ing to U&tin America at abnormal rates 
under the stunulus of short-supply and 
rising-price expectations, reinforced in 
some countries by the influence of rapid 
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credit expansion and ill-contfolled do- 
mestic inflation. 

The sudden shrinkage of this tem- 
porarily swollen demand in the late 
spring of 1952 was in large measure 
a delayed reflection of the drain on 
gold and dollar assets created by con- 
tinued heavy buying from the United 
States after the temporary slump in 
Latin American sales to this country 
in mid-1951. Subsequently, in an effort 
to mitigate the rapid deterioration of 
of their dollar reserve positions, some 
of the Republics, including Brazil, Ar- 
gentina, Uruguay, and Chile, tightened 
considerably their controls on dollar 
purchases. 


These four nations, which, together 
with Mexico, Had been the ones ex- 
panding their purchases most in 1951, 
were also the countries that reduced 
them most in 1952. Brazil alone ac- 
counted for half. the decline in the 
latter year. 


Auto Exports Cut Sharply 


Exports of automobiles and chemicals 
began to drop even before the end of 
1951, and in 1952 were about one-fourth 
less than in the preceding year. The 
value of automobile shipments declined 
$160 million from 1951, with well over 
four-fifths of the decrease in the latter 
part of the year. Chemical exports fell 
$93 million, also mainly after midyear. 

The value of machinery shipments, 
comprising about one-fourth of the total 
to the area, did not begin to fall until 
midyear, and the annual decline was 
only 5 percent. Agricultural equipment, 
tractors, and textile machinery showed 
larger decreases, but these were partly 
offset by moderate advances from 1951 
levels for mining, construction, and a 
few other types of industrial machinery. 
All types of machinery exports, how- 
ever, declined in the second half of 
the year, when they dropped 25 pers 
cent below the high January-June level. 

In addition to industrial machinery, a 


Table II.—U. S. Trade With 
Latin American Republics 


[Value in millions of dollars] 
Exports Imports _ 


1951 1952 1951 1952 


spec. cat. 3,741 3, 4 3,348 3,410 
spec. cat. * ef 3,33 


otal, incl. 
otal, excl. 
Mexico 
Central America............ 
Costa Rica ..... » 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
Nicaragua 
RE A 47 75 12 14 
El Salvador | fii 42 
Caribbean 


seeeee 





Haiti Soe” ERS 
Argentina ... 
Bolivia ......... ote 
_ REE pas 
ESTERS: 
Colombia 
uador 
Paraguay ... 
I? “eu, devhosens 
Uruguay .... 
Venezuela 





*Country data exclude 


“special category” 


ytd which are not reported by country. 
note 1 of Table III. 
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few other commodities, including wheat, 
iron and _ steel-mill products, cotton 
cloth, and paper products, were ex- 
ported in larger volume in 1952 than 
in 1951. Except for wheat, however, all 
of these showed substantial declines in 
the second half of last year. 


Wheat exports to the Latin American 
area more than doubled in 1952 as 
Brazil turned to the United States to 
make up the deficit resulting from the 
poor 1951 crop in Argentina, its usual 
main supplier. Large shipments of 
wheat were also sent to Argentina it- 
self during the months preceding the 
harvesting of that country’s 1952 crop. 
Restoration of more normal conditions 
for the grain supplies of these two 
countries, however, is expected in 1953. 


Metals Lead Import Rise 


The sharp drop in imports in the sec- 
ond half of 1951 had been occasioned 
mainly by a general easing of U. S. 
demand, especially for inventory build- 
ing, and by resistance to high world 
prices. In 1952, however, the continued 
expansion of defense production and a 


sustained high rate of consumer and 
business buying led to renewed VU, S. 
demand’ for imports, especially of 
metals. A closer relationship between 
domestic and world metal prices also 
helped to bolster these imports. 

Thus, while purchases from all but 
three of the principal Latin American 
trading nations rose at least slightly 
above the 1951 totals, the advances 
were concentrated in trade with the 
mfmeral-supplying countries. Very siz- 
able increases in imports from Mexico, 
Chile, and Venezuela more than offset 
pronounced declines in those from Bra- 
zil and from the area’s two principal 
wool suppliers, Argentina and Uruguay. 

Total general imports of ores and 
metals from the 20 Republics were more 
than 60 percent higher last year than 
in 1951. The removal of VU. S. price 
ceilings on copper in mid-1952 encour- 
aged a larger inflow of that metal, and 
such imports, principally from Chile, 
were one-fifth greater in volume and 50 
percent higher in value than in the 
preceding year. 

Lead imports, mainly from Mexico 
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and Peru, more than doubled in 1952, 
being heaviest during the period from 
February through June when the U. S. 
duty on lead was temporarily suspended. 
A removal of the duty on zine from 
February through July similarly stimu- 
lated actual imports, as well as induc- 
ing abnormally large withdrawals from 
bonded customs warehouses, and im- 
ports of iron ore, especially from Vene- 
zuela, continued to grow during 1952.¢@ 


Among the major metals, in fact, 
there was only one exception to the 
buoyant trend. Tin imports from Bo- 
livia, though stepped up in the second 
half of the year from the extremely 
low levels of early 1952, did not quite 
equal 1951 volume for the full 12 
months. 


Coffee Stable, Wool Down 


Apart from the metals, the principal 
increases in 1952 were in crude petro- 
leum from Vénezuela and, to a lesser 
extent, in sugar from Cuba. Total coffee 
imports from the area were virtually 
the same as in the preceding year, 
with increased purchases from several 
countries, mainly Colombia, Venezuela, 
and the Dominican Republic, offsetting 
a decline of 7 percent in those from 
Brazil. Except in the summer months 
of 1952, when the new Brazilian coffee 
crop moved earlier than in the pre- 
ceding season, imports from that coun- 
try ran below 1951 rates throughout 
last year. 


Wool imports, after having soared to. 


extraordinary levels in the first year 
following the Korean outbreak, had 
been drastically cut in the second half 
of 1951 as resistance to the prevailing 
high prices developed. From that low 
point, after prices had fallen back in 
line, imports of Latin American wool, 
chiefly from Argentina and Uruguay, 
gradually increased; their volume dur- 
ing 1952 was only 15 percent less 
than in 1951, although the value was 
nearly two-thirds smaller. Imports of 
hides and skins, as well as sisal and 
henequen, were also substantially be- 
low 1951 levels. 


Reserves Regained After Midyear 


The reduction of the U. S. export 
surplus in merchandise trade with Latin 
America in 1952, together with a de- 
cline in investment income receipts 
from the area, brought a substantially 
better annual balance in the Republics’ 
merchandise and service transactions 
with the United States. More signifi- 
cantly, the midyear shift in the trade 
balance permitted a considerable resto- 
ration of Latin American holdings of 
gold and dollar assets during the sec- 
ond half of 1952, as well as a cessation 
of the alarming rise which had occur- 
red during the latter half of 1951 and 
the first half of last year in the 
region’s, and especially Brazil’s, short- 
term commercial debts. 

More than three-fourths of the an- 
nual change in the U. S. export sur- 
plus was traceable to a marked decline 


Table Ill.—Leading U. S. Exports to Latin American Republics 
{Value in millions of dollats; quantities shown in italics] 





















































Percent o 
trade wi 
all countries 
Commodity 1951 1952 1952 
EE eee a es Cee E 3,717.6 8,457.7 $8.9 
Machinery 2 2 oon....ccccsscesesess eel SF ts 893.2 848.2 31. 
EEE Se SESE 2) Se ee Se aa ete 460.5 469.8 30. 
Construction and mining ................. 148.0 161.5 $2. 
Engines, turbines and parts .................. 55.2 49.8 32. 
Textile, sewing, and shoe machinery 58.2 36.5 “9 
ti ae RE: ae 236.8 228.0 37. 
UL Sa 96.7 77.3 26.7 
RG SR SEIS: RS SE eC 49.5 35.9 25.5 
Automobiles, parts, accessories, and service equipment * 591.4 430.8 43.6 
Motor trucks, buses, and chassis, MEW ® ................ccc:ccscseeee 251.1 189.1 60.3 
(Thousands) .. 138 90 58.1 
Passenger cars and Chassis, MW * .ic.ecccecccccccsccoeccceseseencreseeeee 183.8 124.3 50.9 
(Tho ds) 115 72 51. 
I RES SE SE a | SAC 286.7 390.1 ai $ 
rains and ppesenene FRE A EE eR eee ie, area 209.1 296.9 20. 
Wheat ...... sich es 79.4 180.3 21.4 
(Thousand bushels) 36,683 73,334 19.8 
Milled rice ...... 56.5 50.1 31.8 
i 598 486 28.5 
Chemicals and related products * 401.3 308.4 38.5 
Medicinal and pharmaceutical preparations 141.7 112.4 50.8 
IND 8 rere i a acacia cat ee Scat on cee itedewnienrncene 54.0 42.1 46.2 
SS QR. ETE 113.0 91.9 35.2 
Industrial chemicals ® .......... 69.7 44.2 34.2 
Tron and steel-mill products ® oo........ccccccccccccccceseseeeeeeeees 212.7 219.9 30.5 
suismannsasd ave =~ Sapbecsioe 1,247 1,330 27.8 
Textile manufactures ®* °.. RAPS ditleialliben 229.5 217.1 32.8 
Cotton cloth, duck, and tire fabrics —......-...ccccsssssececccssscsccccoeooe 65.3 9.4 32.6 
(Million square yards) .........0.+» 189 227 29.8 
Synthetic fibers and manufactures ..0.............ccccccccccceseeceeevees 74.7 74.4 36.2 
Fats, milk, meat, and other edible enimai products 126.7 123.3 46.8 
Petroleum and products 2 ooo... cccccccseseseesssssseseeceeeseccenentes 107.8 101.6 s 
Advanced manufactures of ae Sethe Ni utgdlileenitictnan 93.4 87.1 36. 
Paper and spaces ee Setibntittcanse 65.4 74.1 48.0 
Rs 9 RR IE aE Rea eee 709.5 657.1 10.8 
1Exports of U. 8S. merchandise. Total includes Sapneli cate ory”’ items which for 


gecurity reasons are excluded from commodity 
* consist of military equipment and supplies and related g 


data as noted. 


oods. 
2 Includes, in addition to items shown, office appliances and printing machinery. 


* Excludes “special category”’ items 


¢ Excludes military-type passenger cars in 1952. 


* Includes scrap 


* Includes seutimansfactured textiles and a small amount of unmanufactured wool and hair. 
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‘Special category”’ items 


in the excess of exports to Mexico and 
a sharp rise in the excess of imports 
from Chile. Other changes in individual 
trade balances, most of them in the 
same direction, were much more mod- 
erate. These included declines in export 
balances with Cuba and Venezuela; in- 
creases in import balances with Brazil, 
Colombia, and Bolivia; and a shift from 
an export to an import surplus in mer- 
chandise transactions with Argentina. 

Although the annual change for Bra- 
zil was not large, there was a particu- 
larly striking shift in that country’s 
balance from the first to the second half 
of last year, equivalent to well over 
50 percent of the total swing for all 
the Republics over the same period. In 
the main, the semiannual shift for 
Brazil reflected a halving of purchases 
of U. S. merchandise in the last 6 
months of 1952 as compared with the 
first 6, before strenuous efforts to ar- 
rest ‘deterioration in its .international 
financial position had become effective. 


Surpluses of U. S. merchandise ex- 
ports or imports (—) in trade with 
selected countries for the past 3 
years and for the latter half of 1952 
alone are tabulated below: 


Millions of dollars 








July- 

ec. 

1950 1951 195% 1958 

Total, - incl. spec: 
cat. cree = 190 393 67 — 174 
Total, _ oxel. ‘spec. 

RE tar i bP — 283 259 — 72 — 233 
Siew, wasibtllatescemndiantaes — 372 — 211 — 244 — 228 
Chile oe. cescsscsrsereeerseeere — 90 — 38 — 156 —126 
COLOMBIA  o.....ceveseeeeseeee — 84 —138 —154— 90 
Argentina . .— 64 13— ll — 33 
Uruguay ... .— 67 — 52— 16 — 25 
), ees a 22 54 $ 32 
Cuba 3S RS AR 50 122 62 
VemeZuela ou... cee.ccccsesees 69 132 104 43 
a 197 386 = 114 
BI IE, sscinscercrinecossenins 56 — 10 18 





1 “Special category’’ exports are not re- 


orted by country, individual trade balances 
isted here being based on export totals 
exclusive of such goods. 


U.S. Holds Share of L. A. Market 


Notwithstanding the decline in U. S. 
exports to the American Republics in 
1952, the United States retained its 
relative position in that market, as 
Latin American purchases from West- 
ern Europe, the other principal source 
of foreign supplies for the area, also 
fell off last year. The latter decrease 
reflected substantially reduced ship- 
ments from all the leading European 
countries except Germany. 


Shipments from Canada to the Re- 
publics—especially of automobiles and 
wheat—increased markedly in 1952, but 
represented only about 4 percent of 
total Latin American imports. As in 
1951, then, the United States appears 
to have supplied about half, and West- 
ern European countries about one- 
fourth, of that total. 

While a full record of Latin American 
foreign trade in 1952 is not yet avail- 
able, the foregoing comments are sup- 
ported by the following tabulation of 
percentage changes in the value of the 
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area’s imports from selected countries 
(accounting for four-fifths of the total. 
in 1951): 


Percent increase or decrease (—) # 





Second 

1951 1952 half 1952 

Country from from (annual 
1950 1951 rate) 

from 1951 

United States ......0000..... 38 — 7 — 16 

Canada . SES ET 38 25 

Western Europe............. 45 s— 12 3— 19 

United Kingdom ...... 6 — 7 —19 

GHORTAATY oo. viecssceccccnsces 140 11 16 

i re 38 — 34 — 39 

OS eS AED. 89 — 41 — 62 

SP aera : — 30 . — 35 

, Belgium Cr 55 — 13 — 27 


3 Percentage based on export statistics of 
countries listed. 
2 December estimated. 


L. A. Sells More to U. S.~ 


The proportion of total Latin Ameri- 
can exports sent to the United States, 
which had fallen from 47 percent in 
1950 to 44 percent in 1951, appears to 
have recovered at least to the former 
level in 1952. While last year’s increase 
in the absolute value of such shipments 
was slight, it contrasted with a very 
substantial decline in exports from the 


Table IV.—Leading U. 


Republics to Western Europe, which 
was the market for well over one- 
fourth of the area’s total in 1951. In 
1952, sales to the United Kingdom and 
to Italy were cut severely, and those 
to most other leading European coun- 
tries were also reduced. 

In the absence of full data on Latin 
American exports last year, the follow- 
ing tabulation of percentage changes 
in the value of shipments to selected 
countries, covering three-fourths of the 
trade in 1951, is suggestive of the re- 
alinement of markets which occurred: 


Percent increase or decrease (—) ! 





Second 
1951 1952 half 195 
Country from from yo foe 
1950 1951 rate) 
from 1951 
United States .................. 15 2 4 
Canada : cc uiesedeocs! a 11 15 
Western Europe ae «" s— 22 3— 29 
United Kingdom ........ 30 — 46 — 56 
gS Fadl REGIS 79 1 — 15 
Pregne > Shines . 36 — 8 —19 
TRE 34 10 — 5 
lll TE SEIE I IE 8 AE 25 §— 31 2— 32 
Belgium WERT, 9 7— 12 7— 13 


1 Percentages based on import statistics of 
countries listed. 
2 December estimated. 


S. Imports From Latin American Republics 


[Value in millions of dollars] 




































Percent 
of trade 
with all 

Unit of Quantity — Value countries 

Commodity quantity "7951 1958 1951 1952 1952 

Patel. inapertte® ..cisiiccsdicien disdain —- —— —— 3,309.2 3,455.9 32.2 
a ES Mil. Ib 2,557 2,509 1,298.8 1,295.7 94.2 
Metals and manufactures .... oO — 339.6 696.9 31.1 
Copper ae i re Mil. Ib. ? 756 903 191.5 287.5 69.8 
Tin . ee: . Long ton? 13,303 12,999 35.8 31.3 10.5 
Lead he : . Mil. Ib. # 180 640 33.1 101.7 48.9 
SRE eS SE ae Mil. Ib. ? 294 733 22.1 70.1 61.6 
Tron ore mee 1,000 long ton 4.614 4,920 21.8 39.3 47.2 
Petroleum and products ..... 357.4 394.8 57.1 
EN RS ee Se . Mil. bbl. 135 142 304.9 329.1 75.8 
Gas oil and residual fuel oil 4 Mil. bbl 25 32 42.2 53.9 23.3 
EN ae TAREE See: Pe SS ee Mil. Ib 5.911 6,942 315.2 323.2 77.9 
Textile fibers and manufactures .. a 333.0 211.6 19.0 
Wool, unmanufactured ® .....0. Mil. Ib. ¢ 123 107 217.5 99.7 26.1 
Sisal and heneque ..............cccccscescecsesee! 1,000 long ton 125 78 49.4 29.0 38.5 
Meat products Pere. £5 Se — - 76.3 72.4 45.6 
focoa and cacao heans . Mil. Ib. 233 220 75.4 68.2 38.2 
Vegetable oils and oilseeds, inedible ............. — —_— 75.0 62.7 40.5 
Bananas . . Mil. gene 49 50 54.3 55.4 99.8 
Molasses, not for human consumption . fe +: eel.-.0 177 243 35.0 38.3 83.3 
Fish, shellfish and products ..........ccccccccccceeeecsceseees Oe 29.9 29.6 16.3 
Tobacco, unmanufactured 2.00.0... cece Mil. lb. 21 22 25.7 26.3 32.6 
Sodium nitrate ee 1,000 short ton 732 75 27.0 27.6 100.0 
SB ee ee ee 2 ee 40.5 12.8 21.3 
REL, PT SE Ee SE TT RO PL ee 226.1 240.9 5.6 





1Imports for consumption. 
* Metal content. 


*General imports of zinc sre were as follows: 


Million: 1952. 


1951. 387 million pourds valued at $31.6 


642 million pounds valued at $41.5 million. 


* Additional imports received via the Netherlands Antilles amounted to 96 million barrels 
and $157.8 million in 1951 and 100 million barrels and $170.3 million in 1952. 


* General imports of wool were as follows: 
1952. 99 million pounds valued at $85.2 million. 
* Clean content. 


1951, 117 million pounds valued at $221.7; and 





Netherlands Economy 
(Continued from Page 4) 


30 percent below former conference 
levels. 

Port activities in Rotterdam and 
Amsterdam in January surpassed those 
in January 1952, but the number and 
tonnage of ships entering the ports in 
February was lower than in the corre- 
sponding month of 1952. Rotterdam re- 
ported the arrival of 1,099 seagoing 
merchant: vessels of 1,893,318 net reg- 
istered tons in February 1953, as com- 


April 13, 1953 


pared with 1,154 ships having a tonnage 
of 1,988,895 in February 1952. 

The Government announced its: in- 
tention to discontinue rationing of all 
imported feed grains in the near future. 
An increase of 25 .percent in these 
rations for the current feed year had 
been announced previously. As a result, 
Netherlands prices will be brought 
closer to current world levels, and do- 
mestic grain prices, with the exception 
of wheat, which will @6ntinue to be sub- 
ject to.a controlled price, are expected 
to continue their decline. 


The reduction of feed prices was ac- 


Optimism in Argentina 
(Continued from Page 6) 


February 21. The purpose of this treaty 
would be to arrange for exchange of 
commodities and to reduce customs 
duties, taxes, and exchange margins 
that constitute obstacles to trade. A 
payments agreement also is to be signed 
within the same time limit to remove 
obstacles in exchange control. 

In an interview with Premier Stalin 


in Moscow on February 7 Ambassador 
Bravo was reported to have expressed 
the desire of the Argentine Government 
to strengthen economic, cultural, and 
sports relations with Russia. He report- 
edly listed the products Argentina 
wished to sell as being hides, leather, 
and meat in exchange for Soviet agri- 
cultural and other machinery. 


A motion-picture agreement signed 
by Argentina and France during the 
month provides for the importation 
from France of 2.2 million meters of 
unexposed cinematographic film and 1 
million pairs of carbon electrodes for 
motion-picture projectors. In addition, 
it authorizes the importation of 18 fea- 
ture films and as many short docu- 
mentary films produced in France; in 
exchange, 6 Argentine feature pictures 
and 6 documentary films will be im- 
ported by France. 

An arrangement reportedly .was con- 
cluded with Yugoslavia, providing for 
the exchange of an unspecified number 
of motion pictures on a reciprocal basis. 


Economic Policy 
In a series of radio broadcasts to the 
nation, President Peron stated that 
the Government’s policy on the second 
five-year plan will be to strive for 


limited objectives in 1953, avoiding 
either inflationary or deflationary 
measures. 


The final goal will be economic 
equilibrium between agrarian and in- 
dustrial production. Determined effort 
will be made to attain the sharply 
stepped-up agricultural objectives of 
the plan, and to restore 1951 industrial 
production levels. There will be some 
easing of credit for industry and con- 
tinued planned distribution of available 
foreign exchange between commerce, in- 
dustry, and agriculture; and industry 
will continue to be pres for reduction 
in production and distribution costs to 
keep down the cost of living and com- 
bat inflation—Emb., Buenos Aires. 





companied by successive reductions in 
the guaranteed price for bacon from 
2.57 to 2.38 guilders a kilogram (2.2046 
pounds), the latest price cut becoming 
effective March 1. This further nar- 
rowed the margin between the domestic 
guaranteed price and the Netherlands- 
United Kingdom bacon contract price 
(2.30 guilders) .and might obviate 
Netherlands subsidies on bacon exports 
in the future——Emb., The Hague. 
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Mexican Trade Quiet 


(Continued from Page 2) 


not available, but it is believed that 
little if any adverse trade balance for 
the month will result. 


A downward trend in imports is 
developing, and although details are 
not available it is believed that receipts 
of capital goods are declining compared 
with other necessary durable goods. 
The panic buying generated by the Ko- 
rean War has leveled off, and importers 
believe that with the removal of many 
controls in the United States, their re- 
quirements will be obtainable with rea- 
sonable promptness and without serious 
difficulty. 

Mexican exporters and export as- 
sociations campaigned during February 
for the expansion of existing foreign 





Peru's Economy 
(Continued from Page 3) 


the size of the 1953 rice crop can be 
determined. 

A severe shortage of beef in Lima 
and a number of coastal cities, some of 
which has been the result of disrupted 
internal transportation, has continued 
to cause concern. Peru has been having 
some difficulties in negotiating with 
Argentina for beef supplies and is look- 
ing to other outside sources. A repre- 
sentative of the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD) has recently been making a 
study of the advisability of loans for 
installing a chain of meat packing and 
refrigeration plants. 

A new retail supermarket, the first 
unit in a proposed chain of up-to-date 
food stores, was opened in a suburb of 
Lima on March 14, The market is owned 
and operated by Peruvians with con- 
siderable experience and training, both 
in Peru and in the United States, in 
food production, standardization, re- 
frigeration, processing, and merchandis- 
ing. It is equipped with the latest facili- 
ties developed for comparable markets 
in North America. 

Interest in this development has al- 
ready been noted in areas outside of 
Lima. Domestic processors as well as 
foreign exporters are watching develop- 
ments in improvements in the refrig- 
erating and marketing system for 
meats, dairy and poultry products, and 
fresh fruits and vegetables. 

Prices Show Rise 


Prices of certain commodities and 
costs of services showed an upward 
trend during the first quarter of 1953. 
The official cost-of-living index showed 
only a slight increase, from 585.1 in De- 
cember 1952 to 586.9 in January, and 
the wholesale price index from 848.8 to 
849.5. 

The indexes for ensuing months are 
expected to reflect further increases, 
attributed largely to the inflationary 
effects of the expansion of credit and 
money supply in recent months.—Emb., 
Lima, 


markets and the development of new 
ones, and the Confederation of Cham- 
bers of Commerce announced that it 
would send a trade mission to Central 
America to promote mutual trade. 
Meanwhile, a Canadian trade mission, 
following British, Netherlands, and 
Belgian missions, visited Mexico from 
February 5 to 10 and conferred with 
Government officials, trade, and in- 
dustry associations. Although no 
definite results were announced, it was 
maintained that stronger bases for in- 
creased mutual trade were established. 


Bolivia Establishes Budget 


(Continued from Page 5) 
of the country’s wage and salary earn- 
ers in private and autonomous state 
enterprise, including mining. Favorable 





~action, which seems possible, would 


amount in reality to perhaps a 15- or 
20-percent increase of real earnings, at 
virtually no direct cost to the Govern- 
ment. 

Nearly all labor in both nationalized 
and private mining industry already re- 
ceives the indicated subsidies as a con- 
dition of existing individual mine-labor 
work contracts, so the proposed decree 
legislation would probably increase mine 
labor costs only moderately. The decree 
might be intended to forestall a new 
round of wage increases, for which pres- 
sure is beginning to develop as wage 
earners’ complaints about recent sharp 
retail price rises are increasing. 


Funds Provided for Sugar Mill 


The chairman of the 11-man commis- 
sion to study agrarian reform will be 
Vice President Siles, but the rest of the 
membership has not been announced. 
The press has reported that all except 
two of the members have been chosen. 

The Government has provided for 
funds to finance the purchase and in- 
stallation by the autonomous state 
Bolivian Development Corporation, of a 
sugar mill in the Santa Cruz area to 
refine from 15,000 to 18,000 metric tons 
of sugar annually from sugarcane. A 
tax of 4 bolivianos per 100 pounds of im- 
ported sugar to be paid by the whole- 
sale distributor of sugar was fixed, to 
provide funds for the sugar-mill under- 
taking; but it was announced that no 
increase in the retail price of sugar 
would result. The Bolivian Development 
Corporation called for and has under 
detailed study bids for supplying the 
sugar mill, the cost of which is ex- 
pected to be in the neighborhood of $3 
million, equivalent to 350 million boliv- 
ianos. 

The Government also provided an 
advance of 20 million bolivianos to the 
Bolivian Development Corporation to 
complete the installation and operation 
of a rice mill which had been purchased 
for the Santa Cruz area by the corpor- 
ation several years ago. Indications 
are that existing privately owned rice- 
hulling equipment in the Santa Cruz 
area is sufficient to handle even greatly 
increased production, 


Vew Books 
and Reports 


Statistical Yearbook, 1952. A United 
Nations publication. New York. Co- 
lumbia University Press, 1953. 554 pp. 
177 tables. Clothbound, $7.50; paper- 
bound, $6. 


This fourth issue of the Yearbook, 
containing figures from nearly 250 
areas of the world, charts world prog- 
ress in the two decades following the 
bottom of the great depression—from 
1932 to 1951. All titles, headings, notes, 
and text are given in both English and 
French. 


Extensive information is presented on 
imports and exports, covering virtually 
the whole trading world. Annual data 
are given for the production of over 
100 commodities—agricultural, mineral, 
and manufactured—in practically all 
producing countries. 


The Yearbook also provides informa- 
tion on gross and net supplies of food- 
stuffs in some 40 countries. Statistics 
on the consumption of coal, petroleum, 
hydroelectric power, and other com- 
mercial sources of energy are given for 
100 countries. Transport statistics cover 
railways, motor vehicles, merchant ship- 
ping, inland waterways, civil aviation, 
and tourist travel. 

Other data cover population, medical 
facilities, newsprint consumption, news- 
papers, use of radios, social security, 
housing, educational institutions, book 
and film production, broadcasting sta- 
tions, and many other subjects. 


Moré than 100 national statistical 
offices as well as United Nations spe- 
cialized agencies and other intergov- 
ernmental bodies cooperated with the 
UN’s Statistical Office in preparing the 
publication. 


Israel Industry, 1952. Official Directory 
of the Manufacturers’ Association of 
Israel. Tel Aviv. Israel Periodicals. 
64 pp. $4 (or £1.11.0). 


Over 2,500 addresses of Israel indus- 
trial enterprises, classified according 
to names and products, are presented in 
this fifth edition. 

In addition to data on the country’s 
economy, the reference book contains 
lists of Israel representations abroad, 
foreign representations in Israel, and 
Israel associations, societies, and organi- 
zations, 





TRADE THROUGH TRIESTE de- 
clined drastically in 1952, recent re- 
ports indicate. Shipments of goods 
which originated or were processed in 
Trieste totaled only 362 metric tons, or 
a little over half the shipments in 1951. 
Total transit trade in 1952 was 44,340 
metric tons compared with 107,810 
metric tons in 1951, 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 








British Trade Group 
Plans U. S. Visit 


Sir Alfred Shennan and Gerald 
S. F. Ritson, chairman and direc- 
tor, respectively, of the Lancashire 
& Merseyside Industrial Develop- 
ment Association, in England, plan 
to visit the United States for 
3 weeks, beginning June 17. 

These trade officials wish to 
meet with firms which are inter- 
ested in the possibility of produc- 
ing their goods in Britain. Their 
present itinerary includes New 
York, Philadelphia, Washington, 
St. Louis, Chicago, and Detroit. 

Firms wishing to arrange con- 
tact with these visitors may ad- 
dress correspondence c/o British 
Trade Promotion Center, 677 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 











Thailand To Purchase 
Diesel Locomotives 


The State Railways of Thailand is 
inviting bids until June 18 for the 
supply of 30 diesel electric locomotives, 
for operation on meter-gage track. 

Copies of the tender forms, condi- 
tions, and specifications may be obtained 
from Nai Chitti Malila, Store Superin- 
tendent, Stores Division, State Railway 
of Thailand, Bangkok, Thailand. Bids 
must be submitted only on the form 
supplied by the Railway to the tenderer.. 

A copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications may be obtained for re- 
view purposes on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 


Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 


rh Africa in Need’ of 
Electrical Equipment 


The city of Capetown is inviting bids 
until May 6 for the supply and delivery 
of two dual ratio transformers and 
necessary spare parts to be used in 
connectiqg with electricity develop- 
ments in the area. The transformers 
and parts are to comply with the re- 
quirements of British Standard Specifi- 
cation No. 171/1936. 


A copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications is otbainable for review 
purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Bids should be addressed to the City 
Electrical Engineer, 3rd floor, Electric- 
ity House, Strand Street, Capetown, 
Union of South Africa. 
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Iraq Asks Bids for 


Government Buildings 


The Development Board, Government 
of Iraq, Baghdad, is inviting con- 
tractors to submit bids until June 15 for 
construction of the structural shell of 
the proposed Houses of Parliament. 

The works will comprise load-bearing 
brick walls faced with stone rising from 
a reinforced concrete raft foundation 
and with reinforced concrete columns, 
and beams with precast concrete filler 
beams in floor and roof construction. 
Drainage works are also included, but 
no mechanical services or interior finish- 
ings are involved in the contract. 


Copies of the conditions of contract, 
specifications, and bills of quantities, 
identified as Contract No. 1 of the Pro- 
posed Houses of Parliament, may be 
purchased from the Development Board 
upon payment of 10 Iraq dinars ($28), 
which amount will not be refunded 
whether or not a tender is submitted. 

Bids must be accompanied by a depos- 
it of 20,000 Iraq dinars ($48,000) which 
must be paid in cash to the Directorate 
General of Accounts of the Board, and 
a recéipt issued for such payment must 
be attached to the tender documents. 
Such cash deposit may be replaced by 
a letter of guaranty from any approved 
Bank in Baghdad. Bids will be accepted 
only from persons or firms who have 
had previous experience in works of a 
similar nature and magnitude. 

The Board does not bind itself to 
accept the lowest or any tender. 


Belgian Firm Offers 
Foundry for Sale 


A U. S. firm interested in purchasing 
and operating an established foundry 
in Belgium is sought by S. A. Normes. 
This Belgian concern reportedly is a 
medium size modern factory lecated in 


Familleureux, Belgium, with cast-iron 
foundries, metal foundries, and large 
machine shops. 


The factory has a high-power elec- 
tricity transformer station, and is con- 
nected with a large gas line and a 
railroad. It is fully equipped, having a 
capacity for 300 to 400 workmen, and 
includes warehouses and modern offices. 

Cast steel, cast iron, and metal valves 
of all kinds are the products being 
manufactured, but it is stated that in- 
stallations could readily be converted 
to permit production of any other in- 
dustrial items. For instance, the factory 
has in the past repaired tanks and 
trucks and manufactured bedsteads for 
the U. S. Army, 

Additional descriptive material, in- 
cluding an engineering survey together 
with inventory and appraisal of the 





Canadian Firm Offers 
To Sell Capital Stock 


A Canadian firm, the Tolton Manu- 
facturing Co. Ltd, Guelph, Ontario, 
which discontinued the manufacture of 
men’s quality trousers in 1951, is inter- 
ested in selling the capital stock of the 
company. Alternatively, it will consider 
the sale of the physical assets; that is, 
the inventory of raw material, land, 


buildings, machinery, and office 
equipment. 


The company states that the factory 
is suitable for the manufacture of men’s 
trousers or clothing and men’s or wom- 
en’s sportswear. Ample labor supply 
reportedly is available in the area, 
which is located 60 miles west of 
Toronto. 


The factory is said to be completely 


supplied with all types of cutting, sew- 
ing, and pressing equipment; a machine 


_ shop for servicing equipment; and ap- 


proximately 120 sewing machines. The 
piece-goods inventory, now valued at 
approximately $35,000, consists of 12,000 
yards of pocketings and trimmings, and 
11,000 yards of rayons, domestic and 
English tweeds, worsteds, English flan- 
nels, and all-wool tropical worsteds. 

Detailed information, including a 
photograph of the plant and a balance 
sheet, is obtainable for review purposes 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested parties are invited to cor- 
respond with H. R. Tolton, The Tolton 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Guelph, On- 
tario, Canada. 





property (all in French), may be ob- 
tained for review purposes on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Interested parties are invited to cor- 
respond with J. O. W. Achenbach, 
General Manager, S. A. Normes, 20 rue 
du Luxembourg, Brussels, Belgium, who 
will arrange for inspection of the prop- 
erty, if desired. 





INSECTICIDE AND FUNGICIDE 
production in Germany is considered 
adequate to meet demand. A few prod- 
ucts not yet manufactured in the coun- 
try are imported. 

About 80 firms produce ‘approximately 
1,000 preparations. The value of output 
in 1952 was estimated at DM100,000,000 
(1 DM=US$0.238). 

About 30 percent of the total produc- 
tion of plant-protection chemicals and 
spraying and dusting machinery is ex- 
ported. 


National Maritime Day, May 22. 
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‘Hydroelectric Equipment 
Wanted by New Zealand 


The State Hydroelectric Department 
at Wellington, New Zealand, is inviting 
bids for supply of the following 
equipment: 

@® One 50,000 kv.-a 220/110/11 kv. 
transformer bank for the Otahuhu Sub- 
station. Contract No. 222, Bidding pe- 
riod closes June 9. 

@® One 50,000 kv.-a 220/110/11 kv. 
transformer bank for the Haywards 
Substation. Contract No. 223. Bidding 
period closes June 16. 

Bidding documents and specifications 
are obtainable for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Copies of 
specifications are also available from 
the New Zealand Government Trade 
Commissioner, 1346 Connecticut Avenue 
NW., Washington, D. C, 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature. catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples. is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol (*), 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, a . Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, Cc. 


In the United States 


Slide Fasteners: 

Germany—Flachverschluss G.m.b.H. 
(manufacturer), 388-392 Wenden- 
strasse, Hamburg, offers for production 
under license in the United States a 
reportedly new type of slide fastener, 
suitable for all types of garments. II- 
lustrated leaflet (in German) available.* 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, U. 8S. Department 
$ —! Washington 


Alcoholic Béverages: 
Taiwan (Formosa)—United Products 


Corp. (importer, exporter, wholesaler, 
manufacturer, and commission mer- 
chant), 31, Section One, Chungking 


Road South (P.O. Box 330), Taipei, 
offers to export direct Chinese wines, 
including Kao Liang, 60 percent alcohol 
content and Woo Chia Pi, 45 percent 
alcohol content, packed in attractive 
old-fashioned jars. 


Art Goods: 
Japan—The Yokohamo Silk Co., Ltd. 


(exporter and importer), 92, 3-chome, 
Suehirocho, Nakaku, Yokohama, offers 


to export direct artificial . flowers, lac- 
quer, and artistic wood and bamboo 
tablewares, 

Automotive Parts: 


England—Ignition Components, Ltd. 
(manufacturer), 14a Ravenscourt Ave- 
nue, London, W.6, offers to export direct 
automobile ignition components, includ- 
ing standard and high performance 
coils and replacement condensers, Illus- 
trated leaflet available.* 

Celluloid and Celluloid Products: 

Germany—A. Hagedorn & Co., A.G. 
(exporter and manufacturer), 95-96 
Lotterstrasse, Osnabrueck, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent celluloid 
and cellulose acetate in slabs, tubes, 
and rods, and celluloid table tennis 
balls, quantity according to order. Prod- 
ucts may be inspected at factory. 

Chemicals: 

Germany—A. Hagedorn & Co., A.G. 
(exporter and manufacturer), 95-96 
Lotterstrasse, Osnabrueck, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent technical 
collodion cotton (pyroxylin), suitable 
as the basic material for the manu- 
facture of varnishes, quantity accord- 
ing to order. Product may be inspected 
at factory. 

Clothing and Accessories: 

England—J. Mandleberg & Co., Ltd. 





(manufacturer, exporter), Albion 
Works, Pendleton, Manchester, offers 
to export direct or through regional 


agents in Chicago, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, and Washington, D. C. (ex- 
cluding New York), rainproof garments 
for men, women, and children. 

England—Oriental Fabrics, Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter, importer), 
Princes House, 190-195 Piccadilly, Lon- 
don, W.1 offers to export direct yearly 
50,000 all-silk Indian scarves and Stoles. 
Price quotation and sample available.* 

Japan—Towa Panama Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. (hatter, milliner, and exporter), 
Sakaguchi-Dori, 4-8 Fukiai-Ku, Kobe, 
offers to export direct paper yarn hand- 
bags. 

Cooperage: 

Germany—Fassfabrik Diener & Roth 
(manufacturer, exporter), 12 Stoerz- 
bachstrasse, Stuttgart-N, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent whisky, 
beer, and wine barrels made of oak 
wood. Independent quality inspection 
available at the Chamber of Commerce, 
Stuttgart, costs to be decided upon by 
manufacturer and prospective buyer. 
Illustrated catalog available.* 


Cordage: 
Mexico—Cordeleria Jose Martin, S.A. 
(importer, manufacturer, wholesaler, 


exporter), 532 Calle 50, Merida, Yuca- 
tan, offers to export hay-baler twine 
without knots, binder twine, oiled and 
unoiled rope (%” to 1%” diameter), and 
tying twines (twisted and laid 1, 2, or 
3 ply). 


Coronation Souvenirs: 
England—Geo. Bouverat & Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, and sales 


agent), 30 Frederick Street, Birming- 
ham 1, offers to export direct Coro- 
nation souvenir jewelry; onyx novelties, 
such as ash trays with bronze silvered 
Houses of Parliament background and 
Queen’s head and paper weights sur- 
mounted by Royal Coat of Arms and 
Queen’s head; and other emblematic 
articles. Illustrated folder and price 
list of Coronation souvenirs only avail- 
able.* 


Drugs: 
Germany—Fritz Erbe (manufacturer, 
exporter), Wiesensteig, Wuerttemberg, 


offers to export direct or through agent 
patent medicine “BOL,” reportedly ef- 
fective against the common cold, packed 
in 10-cc. bottles, quantity according to 
order. Inspection available in any chem- 
ical laboratory at buyer’s expense, 


Embroidered Goods: 

Taiwan (Formosa)—Nine Stars 
Trading Co. (manufacturer and export 
merchant), 80 Heng Yang Road, Taipei, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
hand-embroidered handkerchiefs (15,000 
to 50,000 dozen annually), table cloths, 
and napkins. 


Floor Coverings: 

Taiwan (Formosa)—Nine Stars 
Trading Co. (manufacturer and export 
merchant), 80 Heng Yang Road, Taipei, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
annually 1,000 to 4,000 bales of sea- 
grass squares, 12 inches by 12 inches, 
suitable for floor coverings. 


Food Products: 

Burma—Let Ya & Co., Ltd. (export- 
import commission merchant), 666 Mer- 
chant Street, Rangoon, offers to act as 
local bidder on behalf of hard-currency 
area buyers interested in buying rice 
from Burma for dollars. All rice ex- 
ported from Burma is sold through 
the government State Agricultural 
Marketing Board (SAMB) at periodic 
tenders of specific tonnages on quality 
of rice. 

Firm will also finance the guaranty 
percentages on bank guaranties of buy- 
ers’ offers for a 15-day period, cabled 
to “LETYACO” Rangoon; and will 
keep hard-currency area customers in- 
formed as to approaching rice tenders, 
as well as the quantities and qualities 
of rice offered, by airmail communica- 
tion or c.o.d. cables as desired. 

All exported rice tendered by SAMB 
is offered free on board, Rangoon, but 
excludes stowing, dunnage, and inspec- 
tion charges. About 100,000 tons of 
varied qualities are offered approxi- 
mately once each month, beginning in 
April and ending in November for the 
preceding year’s crop. 

Taiwan (Formosa)—Nine Stars 
Trading Co. (manufacturer and export 
merchant), 80 Heng Yang Road, Taipei, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
annually 80 to 200 tons of peeled young 
stem ginger in brine (crop of July- 
September 1953), and 400 to 1,000 tons 
of fresh root ginger (crop of November 
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1953-April 1954). Quality inspection 
of stem ginger to be made by the 
United States Pure Food and Drug 
Administration at U. S. port at buyer’s 
expense, or by surveyors appointed by 
buyers at Taiwan Port at seller’s ex- 
pense; and quality inspection of root 
ginger to be made by the Bureau of 
Inspection and Quarantine of Taiwan 
Government, Keelung, or by surveyors 
appointed by buyers, either to be at 
seller’s expense. 


Forest Products: 


Burma—Let Ya & Co., Ltd. (export- 
import commission merchant), 666 Mer- 
chant Street, Rangoon, offers to ex- 
port direct European and Bazaar 
quality teak and gurjin hardwood (Kan- 
yin), suitable for ship decking, rough 
construction work, and railroad ties. 


Furniture: 

Sweden—AB Lani Larsson & Nilsson 
(manufacturer and exporter), 4 Kap- 
tensgatan, Malmo, offers to export di- 
rect or through agent modern, uphol- 
stered sofas and armchairs. Illustrated 
leaflets (in Swedish) available.* 


Hair and Wool: 

France—Etablissements F. Levy (ex- 
port merchant), 2 rue Curiol, Marseille 
“(Bouches-du-Rhone), offers to export 
direct or through agent first-grade goat 
and camel hair and raw wools. 


Laboratory Equipment: 

England—Prestware, Ltd. (manufac- 
turer), Lombard Road, Merton, Lon- 
don, S.W. 19, offers to export direct 
plastic trays used for testing virus 
haemagglutination and other similar re- 
actions. Illustrated leaflet available.* 


Machinery: 

England—Setright Registers, Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Claremont 
Works, 27-31 Claremont Road, Wal- 
thamstow, London, E.17, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent ticket- 
printing and cash-recording machines. 
Illustrated literature available.* 

France—Thimonnier & Cie. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 79 rue de Bour- 
gogne, Lyon (Rhone), offers to export 
direct or through agent “ROLL-UP” 
sewing machines, designed for joining 
fabrics, wet or dry, with a chainstitch, 
and for sewing the most delicate fabrics 
(flimsy viscose, fine silks, and rayons), 
as well as heavy and thick materials, 
Illustrated pamphlet available.* 


German y—Maschinenfabrik Hans 
Kuerschner (manufacturer, exporter), 
67 Poststrasse, Kaldenkirche hid., 
offers to export direct braiding and 
candle-molding machines. Illustrated 
literature (in German and English) 
available.* 


Metal Products: 

Germany—F. Gladtfeld (manufac- 
turer); 27 Holsterstrasse, Buende i. 
Westf., offers to export direct metal 
go0ods, such as punched and stamped 
parts according to design and drawing, 
Clips, frames, labels, numbers, carton 
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clamps, tool control markers, and tin 
cans. 

Japan—The Yokohama Silk Co., Ltd. 
(exporter and importer), 92, 3-chome, 
Suehirocho, Nakaku, Yokohama, offers 
to export direct metal watch bands 
and mechanical pencils. 

Netherlands — Metaalwarenfabriek 
UNO (manufacturer, exporter), 4 In- 
dustriestraat, Zevenaar, offers to ex- 
port direct semimanufactured sheet 
iron parts, such as nozzles and handles, 
for enameled and aluminum kitchen 
utensils, models and sizes according 
to customer’s request. 


Metals and Minerals: 


Burma—Let Ya & Co., Ltd. (export- 
import commission merchant), 666 Mer- 
chant Street, Rangoon, offers to ex- 
port direct ores, including wolfram 
(65 to 75 percent), tin (60 to 70 per- 
cent), and lead (40 to 50 percent), 

Switzerland—S.A. pour Il’'Industrife 
des Metaux (exporter), 16 Place St. 
Francois, Lausanne, offers to export 
direct monthly 300 tons each of virgin 
aluminum ingots 99.5 percent and 
magnesium 99.8 to 99.9 percent pure. 
Independent inspection available in 
Lausanne at buyer’s expense, 


Union of South Africa—Titanium 
Corporation of South Africa (exporter 
of ilmenite, zircon, and rutile), P.O. 
Umgababa, Natal, offers to export 
direct each month, after’ production 
begins in June 1953, 3,000 tons of 
ilmenite containing a minimum of 50 
percent TiO., 300 tons of zircon con- 


centrates, and 150 tons of rutile con- 
centrates. 


Milliners’ Supplies: 

Japan—Towa Panama Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. (hatter, milliner, and ex- 
porter), Sakaguchi-Dori, 4-8 Fukiai- 
Ku, Kobe, offers to export direct 


genuine panama and paper panama hat 
bodies. 


Ornaments: 

Sweden—Handelsfirma Elon Back- 
man (manufacturer, retailer, exporter), 
Slatten 3, Wrangelsgatan 50, Goteborg 
O, offers to export direct or through 
agent 1,000 ornamental shields and 
daggers, made of light metal or alumi- 
num castings, depicting old Scandina- 
vian mythology. Illustrated leaflet (in 
Swedish) and representative sample 
available.* 

(Previosuly announced, Foreign Com2 
merce Weekly, February 16, 1953.) 


Plant Equipment: 

Belgium—Francarex Belge (importer, 
exporter), 51 Avenue Louise, Brussels, 
offers for sale a complete second-hand 
workshop equipment for the manufac- 
ture of firearm cartridges. Drawings 
So and photographs avail; 
able.* 7 

Plastic Products: 

Germany—A. Hagedorn & Co., AG. 
(exporter and manufacturer), 95-96 
Lotterstrasse, Osnabrueck, offers to ex- 
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port direct or through agent plastie 
grips for bicycle handlebars. 


Rubber Products: 

Germany—Hiri Hildebrand & Richter 
(manufacturer), 68 Wrestedt, Wre- 
stedt/Uelzen, offers to export direct 
high-quality foam rubber and foam- 
rubber plastics, as well as synthetic 
upholstery material. Representative 
samples available.* 


Sporting Goods.and Toys: 

Japan—The Yokohama Silk Co., Ltd. 
(exporter and importer), 92, 3-chome, 
Suehirocho, Nakaku; Yokohama, offers 
to export direct fishing tackle, beach 
playthings, and toys. 

Textiles: 

England—Allen’s Isle of Skye Hand- 
woven Tweed (manufacturer, exporter), 
P.O. Box 7, 86 Doversgreen Road, Rei- 
gate, Surrey, offers to export direct 
or through agent Scottish handwoven 
tweeds. Illustrated leaflet available.* 

England—J. Mandleberg & Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Albion 
Works, Pendleton, Manchester, offers 
to export direct or through regional 
agents in Chicago, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, and Washington, D. C. (ex- 
cluding New York), cotton (poplin) 
and cotton and wool piece goods. 

Tools: 

France—Gouvy & Cie. (manufacturer, 
exporter), 20 rue Isabey, Nancy (Meur- 
the-et-Moselle), (Boite Postale 405), 
offers to export direct or through agent 
agricultural and gardening tools, in- 
cluding shovels, pickaxes, spades, and 
hoes. Detailed list available.* 


Warehouse Equipment: 

England—Handyman Tools (Export), 
Ltd. (manufacturer), Tufton Street, 
Ashford,- Kent., offers to export direct 


“or through agent warehouse trolleys. 


Illustrated leaflet available.* 


Wood Products: 

Sweden—Fejdes Glas AB. (export 
merchant), 18 Skanstorget, Goteborg 
C., offers to export direct or through 
agent first-class mahogany mirror 
frames with plywood veneer back. Il- 
lustrated leaflets (in Swedish) and 
price information available.* 
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OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementa: information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 

les, is available in specific in- 

mees as indicated by 
. i Oivision ong. Department 
ef Commerce, Washington 28, D. C. 

Air Conditioning: 

Union of South Africa — Metje & 
Ziegler, Ltd. (wholesaler in technical 
lines), P.O. Box 239, Windhoek, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
air-conditioning units (single phase, 220 
volts, 50 cycles; or 3-phase, 50 cycles, 
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a.c.), suitable for farms, offices, and 
industrial buildings. 


Aircraft: 

Union of South Africa — Metje & 
Ziegler, Ltd. (wholesaler in technical 
lines), P.O. Box 239, Windhoek, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
commercial and agricultural planes and 
helicopters. 


Automotive Repair Equipment: 

Union of South Africa — Metje & 
Ziegler, Ltd. (wholesaler in technical 
lines), P.O. Box 239, Windhoek, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
automobile repair-shop machines and 
equipment. Detailed list of requirements 
available.* 


Food Products: 

Japan — Kasho Co., Ltd. Nagoya 
Branch (general importer and export- 
er), 5 Hirokojidori, 1-chome, Naka-ku, 
Nagoya, wishes to purchase direct cocoa 
powder, coffee, and confections. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


dHearing Aids: 

France — Lascaux (Optique-Acousti- 
que) (importer and retailer), 4 Boule- 
vard Louis-Blanc, Limoges, MHaute- 
Vienne, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for very good quality 
electrical hearing instruments or aids. 


Machinery: 

Brazil — Raul Cury — Industria Tec- 
nica de Explosivos Cury (manufacturer 
of dynamite, gelatinous and granulated 
types), 795 Avenida Ipiranga, Sao 
Paulo, wishes to purchase direct ma- 
chines for manufacturing dynamite _ 
fuses, particularly the gutta-percha and 
pitch-saturated types. Firm requests 
specifications @nd catalogs. 

Japany — Sekii Industry Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer and exporter of mirrors, 
toys, picture frames, and lamps), P.O.~ 
Box Higashi-Sumiyoshi 19, Osaka, 
wishes to purchase direct machine used 
for silvering mirrors. Firm requests 
catalogs and price information c.i.f. 
Kobe. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

Union of South Africa — Metje & 
Ziegler, Ltd. (wholesaler in technical 
lines), P.O. Box 239, Windhoek, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
mechanical handling equipment and 
machinery (220/380 volts, 50 cycles) 
for slaughterhouses, portable gas and 
diesel engine driven arc welders, and 
machine tools. Detailed list of machine- 
tool requirements available.* 


Office Equipment: 

Brazil — FRONT FEED Mecaniza- 
codes Contabeis, Ltda. (importing dis- 
"tributor and manufacturer’s agent), 224 
rua Barao de Itapetininga, 13 andar, 
Sao Paulo, wishes to purchase direct 
or obtain agency for typewriters, add- 
ing, addressing, and accounting ma- 
chines, and check protectors, 


Oilseeds: 
Japan — Kasho Co., Ltd, Nagoya 
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Branch (general importer and export- 
er), 5 Hirokojidori, 1-chome, Naka-Ku, 
Nagoya, wishes to purchase direct soy- 
beans and other oilseeds. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. \ 

Plant Equipment: © 

Union of South Africa — Metje & 
Ziegler, Ltd. (wholesaler in technical 
lines), P.O. Box 239, Windhoek, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
pasteurizing, water-softening, and elec- 
tric plant equipment. 


Television: 


Japan — Kasho Co., Ltd, Nagoya 
Branch (general importer and export- 
er), 5 Hirokojidori, 1-chome, Naka-Ku, 
Nagoya, wishes to purchase direct tele- 
vision sets and parts. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

Tools: 

Union of South Africa — Metje & 
Ziegler, Ltd. (wholesaler in technical 
lines), P.O. Box 239, Windhoek, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
tools used by engineers, miners, con- 
tractors, electricians, carpenters, farm- 
ers, painters, gardeners, automotive re- 
pairmen, and opticians. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Clothing: 

El Salvador—F. D. Gibson (manufac- 
turer’s agent), Apartado 242, San Sal- 
vador, wishes to obtain agency for 
men’s garments, especially tropical 
suits. 


Grain: 


Mexico — Abastecedora Abarrotera, 
S.A. (commission merchant and broker 
dealing in foodstuffs), San Jeronimo 90, 
Mexico, D.F., wishes to represent wheat 
producer in State of Texas only, on 
commission basis. Firm reportedly is 
one of several Mexican firms which reg- 
ularly submit wheat offers to Mexican 
government agency, CEIMSA, which is 
said to purchase monthly about 1,000,- 
000 bushels of wheat, mostly Hard 
Winter No. 1 quality. 


Hardware: 


Mexico—Compania Orleans, S.A. (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler, manufac- 
turer, commission merchant), Edificio 
Bearn, Plaza Santos Degollado 10, Des- 
pacho 410, Mexico 1, D.F. (Branch Of- 
fice: Edificio Chapa, Despacho 909, Mon- 
terrey, N.L.), wishes to represent manu- 
facturers of hardware. 


Jewelry: 


~ Canada — ATSN Registered (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 4928 Sherbrooke 
Street West, Westmount, Montreal 6, 
Quebec, wishes to obtain agency for 
costume jewelry in both high and low 
price ranges. 


Machinery? 

Mexico — Compania Orleans, S.A. 
(importer, exporter, wholesaler, manu- 
facturer, commission merchant), Edi- 
ficio Bearn, Plaza Santos Degollado 10, 
Despacho 410, Mexico 1, D.F. (Branch 
Office: Edificio Chapa, Despacho 909, 
Monterrey, N.L.), wishes to represent 
manufacturers of machinery. 


Metal Products: 

Canada—Peter J. Frost (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 4663 Clark Street, Mon- 
treal 14, Quebec, wishes to represent 
manufacturer of standard metal stamp- 
ings which would require no tooling in- 
vestment on the part of purchasers of 
such parts. 

El Salvador— F. D. Gibson (manu- 
facturer’s agent), Apartado 242, San 
Salvador, wishes to obtain agency for 
carbon steel in basic shapes, principally 
for construction purposes. 


Plastic Parts: 

Canada—Peter J. Frost (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 4663 Clark Street, Mon- 
treal 14, Quebec, wishes to represent 
manufacturer of standard plastic parts 
(injection and compression) which 
would require no tooling investment ori 
the part of purchasers of such items. 

Textiles: 

El Salvador—F. D. Gibson (manufac- 
turer’s agent), Apartado 242, San Sal- 
vador, wishes to obtain agency for cot- 


ton and rayon piece goods in tropical 
weights and patterns. 


Tools: 

Mexico — Compania Orleans, S.A. 
(importer, exporter, wholesaler, manu- 
facturer, commission merchant), Edi- 
ficio Bearn, Plaza Santos Degollado 10, 
Despacho 410, Mexico 1, D. F. (Branch 
Office: Edificio Chapa, Despacho 909, 
Monterrey, N.L.), wishes to represent 
manufacturers of tools. 


Waste Products: 

Union of South Africa—H. L. Hompes 
& Co. (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s rep- 
resentative), 34 Quebec House, Smal 
Street, Johannesburg, wishes to obtain 
agency for woolen and cotton waste 
and rags. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








Germany—Georg Otten, representing 
Aluminiumwerk Tscheulin G.m.b.H.,, 
Teningen, Baden, is interested in estab- 
lishing business connections in the 
United States was scheduled to ar- 
rive April 10, via New York, for a visit 
of 2 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Carl 
Rosenthal, 11 Stone Road Parkway, 
Montclair, N. J. Itinerary: New York 
City, San Francisco, and Louisville. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Germany — Professor Carl Franz 
Brenthel, representing Duisburger Kup- 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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German Aluminum Output 
Expected To Increase 


Output of aluminum in the Federal 
Republic of Germany is expected to 
reach 120,000 metric tons in 1953, an 
increase of 20 percent over the 1952 
output of 100,000. In 1951 production 
totaled 75,000 tons. 

In spite of the rapid increase, Ger- 
many now ranks fifth in world alumi- 


num output, following the United 
States, Canada, the U.S.S.R., and 
France. In 1938, when Germany pro- 


duced 166,000 metric tons, it was the 
world’s largest producer of aluminum 
and accounted for 29 percent of world 
output. 

Aluminum production has been con- 
centrated in two plants belonging to 
the Vereinigten Aluminiumwerke, one 
at Toeging in Upper Bavaria and one 
at Luenen in Westphalia, and an in- 
dependent plant at Rheinfelden in South 
Baden. Another plant, located at Grev- 
enbroich, which had been almost wholly 
dismantled, has been rebuilt and is now 
ready to contribute 20,000 to 30,000 tons 
per year to West German capacity. 

Low-cost electric power is available 
only at Rheinfelden and Toeging, which 
use hydroelectric power. The Luenen 
plant depends on thermal power based 
on coal. Recent increases in the price 
of coal have pushed up costs in this 
plant, which contributes a substantial 
portion of total German output. The 
result has been to raise the German 
price to 2.32 deutschemarks a kilogram, 
or substantially above the Canadian 
price of 1.85 deutschemarks a kilogram. 

To protect the German aluminum in- 
dustry, the German Cabinet has sub- 
mitted a proposal to Parliament for the 
establishment of an import duty on 
aluminum. This proposal apparently. has 
a good chance of approval. German 
aluminum processors, who saw in the 
proposed import duty a~-danger of in- 
creased costs for them which might 
threaten -their ability to compete in 
export markets, have been assured by 
the aluminum producers that they will 


sell them aluminum for export at a 
reduced price. 





S. African Pigment Output Low 


Production of mineral pigments in 
South Africa in the first 9 months of 
1952, in short tons (figures for the corre- 
sponding period of 1951 in parentheses) 
was as follows: Ochers, 5,007 (6,140); 
oxides, 1,737 (2,476); and umber, 993 
(726). 

Exports of ochers amounted to 3,518 
tons valued at £27,808 in the first 9 
months of 1952, and 4,426 tons valued at 
£35,870 in the corresponding period of 
1951, The totals for oxides were 145 
tons valued at £1,215 and 322 tons 
valued at £2,617, respectively. 
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British Jute Mills Now Active 
Following 1952 Drop in Trade 


Activity has increased in the British jute mills and currently is 


reported to be satisfactory. 


Spinners and manufacturers entered 1953 with large orders on hand 
and with many deliveries booked to the end of June. It has even been 
necessary for some manufacturers to work two or three shifts. 





Egypt Plans Rapid Increase 
In Fertilizer Production 


Egypt has facilities for expanding 
production of calcium nitrate (28,000 
N) to 250,000 tons. Production in 1951 
was 140,000 metric tons. 


As part of the electrification project 
at Aswan Dam, it has been proposed to 
build by 1957 an ammonium-nitrate 
plant with an annual capacity of 370,- 
000 tons of nitrogenous fertilizers, 
which would greatly reduce the coun- 
try’s dependence upon imports of these 
materials. 

Nitrogen requirements have  in- 
creased because of the extension of pe- 
riodic irrigation. They were estimated 
at 101,000 tons (N) in the 1950-51 sea- 
son. 

Average annual imports in the pre- 
war period amounted to 78,500 tons 
(N), compared with estimated require- 
ments of 90,700 tons. During the war 
years 1942-46, annual imports. dropped 
about 50 percent, to 34,500 tons, but 
increased to 90,300 in the period 1947- 
51, or 14 percent above prewar. 

Although Egypt has been an importer 
of superphosphate in both the prewar 
and postwar periods, the country pro- 
duces a surplus of phosphate rock. 
Large-scale production of superphos- 
phate began in 1948 and capacity is now 
almost sufficient to meet estimated 
needs of 95,000 tons. 


India Seeks Practical Method 
Of Fertilizer Distribution 


The dissolution of India’s superphos- 
phate pool in August 1952 and the sub- 
sequent withdrawal of Government dis- 
tribution and cerdit facilities has re- 
sulted in the slow movement of stocks 
and decreased production. 

Representatives of the industry are 
urging reestablishment of the pool or 
the setting up of some practical sub- 
stitute marketing system. 

The central fertilizer pool has been 
retained for another year, but it is be- 
lieved that uneconomic distribution 
methods will result in overhauling its 
operations. A plan to barter fertilizer 
for food has been proposed. Its success 
is said to be contingent on effective op- 
erating machinery, which is still in the 
formative stage, 





This new activity is encouraging after 
the low of last year, which resulted 
from the general depression in the 
carpet, linoleum, and other related 
trades. 

Consumption of raw jute has in- 
creased to relatively high levels and is 
expected to continue high for the next 
few months. Lower prices and depleted 
stocks have contributed to the general 
improvement in demand. 


Mill production increased greatly to 
meet the immediate demand for bags 
caused by the recent flood, and almost 
4,500,000 bags were produced in 9 days. 


Jute Trade Decreased 


Britain’s imports of raw jute in 1952 
originated almost entirely from Pakis- 
tan and were reduced to 100,296 long 
tons compared with 113,951 tons in 1951. 

Imports declined because of uncer- 
tainty in the trade and reduced demand, 
especially during the spring and early 
summer of last year. Buyers were con- 
vinced that when the shipping countries 
reduced their high export duties the 
prices of jute and jute goods were bound 
to fall, and this conviction proved to be 
well founded. 


Imports of jute goods were. low in 
1952 by comparison with 1951, when the 
stock replenishment program called for 
large shipments. 


Imports of jute yarn amounted to 
only 5,500 hundredweight in 1952 com- 
pared with 97,000 hundredweight in 
1951, and jute piece goods imports were 
652,000 hundredweight in 1952 compared 
with 1,438,000 hundredweight in 1951. 
The decline in imports of .piece goods 
was chiefly from India, but imports from 
the Continent also dropped. Jute sack 
imports were at a high level in 1952, 
at 470,000 hundredweight, compared 
with 455,000 hundredweight in 1951. 

Exports of jute goods from the 
United Kingdom also declined in 1952. 
Shipments of jute yarn fell from 63,000 
hundredweight in 1951 to 41,000 hun- 
dredweight last year, and piece goods 
from 33,900,000 square yards to 28,500,- 
000 square yards, the decline in piece 
goods being chiefly to Denmark and the 
United States. Shipments to Canada 
increased. 

New sack and bag exports increased 
slightly in 1952 to 55,000 hundredweight 
and secondhand bag shipments rose 
sharply, to 290,000 hundredweight from 
156,000 hundredweight in 1951.—Emb., 
London, 
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U. S. Exports of Still 


Picture Goods Lower 


Exports of photographic goods, ex- 
gage film and equipment, 
the United States in 1952 were 
valued at $28,607,229, only slightly 
lower than the 1951 exports’ valued at 
$29,489,050. 

Preliminary statistics of the Bureau 
of the Census show that small declines 
were registered in exports of still-pic- 
ture cameras and parts, still-picture 
projectors, lenses, film, and dry plates, 
whereas exports of photographic paper 
were higher in 1952. 

Exports of sensitized materials, in- 
cluding films and dry plates, amounted 
to $12,685,289 in 1952, about 11 percent 
below 1951 exports, valued at $14,298,- 
885. All types of sensitized materials 
recorded smaller exports in 1952, with 
exports of cartridge or roll film and 
X-ray film registering the largest de- 
cline. Exports of photographic paper in 
1952 amounted to 87,991,020 square feet 
valued at $4,284,727, compared with 
85,075,377 square feet valued at 
$4,117,919 in 1951. 

Still-picture photographic equipment, 
including cameras and parts, still-pic- 
ture projectors, and photographic 
lenses, were exported to the value of 
$3,904,066 in 1952, only slightly lower 
than 1951 exports valued at $4,050,729. 

Exports of photographic reproduction 
equipment were recorded separately for 
the first time in 1952. Exports of micro- 
film equipment and parts totaled $664,- 
297, and photocopying equipment and 
parts $966,316. 


W. Germany Maintains Plant 
Protection Service, Research 


The Federal Republic of Germany 
has both public and private plant pro- 
tection services. The public service, 
which performs the larger portion of 
the work, is the responsibility of the in- 
dividual States. The Federal Ministry 
for Food, Agriculture, and Forestry 
acts as the coordinating and directing 
agency through 17 principal centers, 
subdivided into district offices. 

Research on plant protection is con- 
ducted at the institutes for plant dis- 
eases of the universities and colleges, 
and on a Federal basis at the Biolog- 
ische Bundesanstalt fuer Land-und 
Forstwirtschaft in Braunschweig. 

Private, Government-approved serv- 
ices are centralized in an organization 
which carries out plant protection 
measures on a commercial basis. 

The campaign against the Colorado 
beetle was conducted mostly by the 
public service in 1952, using Federal, 
State, and community funds. 

Farmers will be charged in 1953 for 
chemicals used in beetle control, but 
the apparatus will be supplied by the 
plant protection offices. 
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Radio Exchange of Locust 
Control Data Asked 


The locust conference held at 
Amman, Jordan, in November 
1952 requested the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations to study the possi- 
bilities of establishing an interna- 
tional radio exchange of locust in- 
formation covering all the coun- 
tries affected. 

The International Telecommu- 
nication Union has been ap- 
proached, and conference mem- 
bers attending the meeting of the 
FAO Technical Advisory Commit- 
tee on Locust Control in April 
1953 have been requested to pre- 
sent their views on project devel- 
opment methods, 











France Studies Problem of 
Surplus Alcohol Disposal 


A large surplus of alcohol has devel- 
oped in France as the result of war- 


time expansion of sugar beet cultiva- - 


tion and construction of distilleries in 
a period when it was impossible to im- 
port adequate supplies of petroleum. 

The postwar plan, under which the 
Government guaranteed to buy alcohol 
made from surplus beets, expired in 
1951, but its provisions were unofficially 
recognized as policy in 1952.. Operation 
of the plan resulted in production of 
large quantities of surplus alcohol. 

Some of the pressure was relieved 
when the United States purchased sub- 
stantial amounts in 1950 because of the 
Korean situation. However, after these 
deliveries were concluded, alcohol 
stocks again mounted almost to a rec- 
ord high. 


The situation has received consider- 
able attention, and the the Ministry of 
Agriculture has been given the respon- 
sibility of preparing decrees to provide 
for the purchase of a certain number 
of distilleries, which have been request- 
ed to cease operations, the conversion 
of sugar-factory distilleries to produc- 
tion of the largest possible quantities of 
sugar, and progressive reduction of 
sugar beet planting. The -Ministeries of 
Economic Affairs, Finance, Industry, 
and Agriculture are reported to have 
agreed upon this general policy. 

Among projects proposed by beet and 
alcohol interests to create new domestic 
outlets for alcohol is the establishment 
of a synthetic-rubber industry. How- 
ever, this proposal has received little 
support from Government and industry 
experts. Production of synthetic rub- 
ber from refinery gases is generally 
considered to have more favorable pros- 
pects. 


AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 
Spanish Firm To Make Trucks 


A large firm in Bilbao, Spain, has 
been authorized by the Spanish Min- 
istry of Industry to manufacture up 
to a maximum of 1,000 diesel trucks 
and 600 diesel tractors annually. 

This company is already producing 
many kinds of parts for automobiles 
and trucks and is one of the principal 
suppliers of Spain’s leading truck fac- 
tory, Pegaso. The new truck is to be 
powered by a 4-cylinder 70-hp. engine; 
it Will have a load capacity of 4 tons, 
and is expected to start coming off the 
assembly line about October 1953. The 
company has already been producing 
separately not only motors for tractors, 
but also gear cases and differentials, 


U. K. Sells More Cars to U. S. 


Further expansion of sales in the 
American market has prompted Jaguar 
Cars, Ltd., to fit automatic transmission 
on all Mark VII sedans shipped to the 
United States. 

The company States that demand 
from the American market for Jaguars 
fitted with this feature, specially pro 
duced by a U. S. company, has been 
so insistent that it expects to double 
its dollar earnings in the United States 
in 1953. Last year its dollar earnings 
were over the 10-million mark. No 
automatic-transmission Jaguars are to 
be released elsewhere than in North 
America, 

The manufacturers further declare 
that, except in 100 percent sports 
models, there is a definite and growing 
sales resistance against cars imported 
into the United States not fitted with 
automatic transmission. 


CHEMICALS 


Austria Uses More Fertilizer 


Austria used 28,680 metric tons of 
nitrogen, 40,385 tons of phosphates, 
and 38,825 tons of potassic materials 
(plant food content) in the 1951- 
crop year, the Austrian Institute for 
Economic Reséarch reports. Total con 
sumption was 20 percent higher than 
in 1950-51 and 275 percent above pre- 
war. Potassic materials showed the 
largest increase, 


Chile's Fertilizer Imports Low 


An agreement between Chile and 
France granting concessions for the im- 
portation of potassic fertilizers has been 
extended. However, the concession ap- 
parently has not yet been of great 
importance to Chilean farmers of 
French exporters, as only 125 metri¢ 
tons of potassium chloride were im» 
ported in the period January-November 
1952, 
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LEATHER AND PRODUCTS 
§. African Shoe Output Down 


Twenty-four tanneries were operating 
in the Union of South Africa in 1952, 
and members of the South African 
Tanners’ Association processed 1,400,000 
cattlehides, 350,000 goatskins, 300,000 
sheepskins, and about 24,000 calfskins. 
Practically all of the leather is 
consumed locally either by the shoe 
industry, automotive industry, or the 
railways, the two last-named using 
increasingly large quantities for 
upholstery. 

Leather-shoe production in 1952 was 
estimated at 13,386,000 pairs compared 
with 16,400,000 pairs produced in 1951. 
Production, by type, was as follows: 
Men’s and boys’, 4,502,789; women’s and 
girls’, 5,706,418; children’s, 1,272,148; 
and infants’, 576,717. 

About 70 shoe factories were operat- 
ing, 50 of which belong to the Footwear 
Manufacturers’ Federation. Port Eliz- 
abeth, the leading shoe center, produced 
35 percent of the leather shoes made 
in 1952. 

Shoe consumption is gradually in- 
creasing, as each year more natives, 
especially those in the urban areas, 
adopt European customs. No _ shoes 
were imported into South Africa in 





— 


1952, and exports decreased owing to 
the competition from Bata which en- 
terer the Belgian Congo, considered one 
of South Africa’s principal markets. 


NAVAL STORES 
Canada's Pine Oil Demand Holds 


Demand for pine oil, dipentene, and 
pine tar in the Toronto area of Canada 
was considered good in 1952 by trade 
sources. The mining industry is the 
largest user of these products, but the 
chemical industry is estimated to ac- 
count for about 20 percent of the pine 
oil consumed in the Dominion. 


Domestic synthetic pine oil is selling 
at a price close to that of the natural 
product. Although the natural product 
is preferred by the mining and chemical 
industries, the synthetic product acts as 
a deterrent to possible price increases 
by suppliers of naval stores. 


French Collection Retarded 


Collection of the last dips of the 
season and the scrape crop in the pine 
forests of the Gironde, Landes, and 
neighboring regions of France was ham- 
pered in the fourth quarter of 1952 by 
unfavorable weather conditions. 

The scrape crop is reported to be 





NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


below forecasts in both quantity and 
quality. However, total output of naval 
stores in the 1952-53 crop year does 
not appear to be affected and may 
exceed that of the preceding year. The 
rosin is considered of good quality. 


Spanish Stores Output Higher 


Spain’s production of rosin totaled 
28,856 metric tons in 1952, compared 
with 25,917 tons in 1951. The output 
of turpentine was 8,723 tons and 7,873 
tons, in the respective years. Although 
the number of trees tapped was slightly 
less in 1952 than in 1951, the output 
of crude resin was higher because of 
favorable weather conditions. 


SOAP 


Less Soap Sold in Malaya 


Production of soap in the Federation 
of Malaya dropped 25 percent in 1952 
to 76,750 hundredweight (1 hundred- 
weight=112 pounds) from 102,405 
hundredweight in 1951, principally be- 
cause of a general decline in retail 
sales, caused by the lower selling price 
of rubber. Soap manufacturers report 
that the drop was most noticeable 
in the better grades of household and 
toilet soaps. 





World Trade Leads 
(Continued from Page 22) 


ferhuette (exporter and manufacturer 
of high percent sodium sulfate lead 
tyanamide DK 825), 165 Werthauser- 
Strasse, Duisburg, is interested in ex- 
changing technical information in the 
metallurgical field was scheduled to ar- 
rive April 6, via New York, for a visit 
of 3 months. Itinerary: New York, 
Niagara Falls, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, 
Salt Lake City, and Wallis, Corpus 
Christi, and El Paso (Texas). 
Germany—Viktor Brandl, represent- 
ing Niedermeier & Brandl (exporter, 
importer), 10 Nusshaeherstrasse, Mun- 
ich-Obermenzing, seeks U. S. market 
for handicraft and applied-art products 
was scheduled to arrive March 26, via 
New York, for a visit of 6 months. U. S. 
address: c/o A. Herguth, Maple Manor, 
Dingman’s Ferry, Pa. Itinerary: Alaba- 
ma, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Flor- 
ida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, New Mexico, New York, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas, and West Virginia. 


World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Treland — Fred Hitchman, represent- 
ing Plunder & Pollak (Ireland) Ltd., 
Plunder & Pollak (Export), Ltd. (tan- 
ner of calf and side leather, suedes, and 
sports leather), Carrick-on-Suir, 
County Tipperary, seeks U. S. market 
for upper leathers and requests techni- 
cal information on the application of 
tanning chemicals. Scheduled to ar- 
rive April 28, via New York, for a visit 


April 13, 1953 


of 4 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Mrs. 
Klein, 130 East 39th Street, New York, 


N. Y¥. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, 
Boston, and Philadelphia. 


Italy—Giulio Riva and Carlo Casale, 
representing Unione Manifatture, S.P.A. 
(importer, exporter, manufacturer), 
Parabiago (Milan Province), are in- 
terested in purchasing looms, spindles, 
and printing equipment for the textile 
industry. Was scheduled to arrive early 
in April, via New York, for a visit of 1 
month. -U. S. address: c/o Mr. Werner 
Abegg, 1 Sutton Place, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York City, Chicago, and 
Philadelphia. 

Japan—Ryo Igeta, representing Nip- 
pon Denshi Glass Co. Ltd. No. 25, 
Higashi-Shinagawa 4-chome, Shinagawa- 
ku, Tokyo, is interested in manufacture 
of glass bulbs and seeks technical in- 
formation on glass bulbs for cathode ray 
tubes and other purposes, as well as 
negotiating licensing agreements with 
U. S. firms. Was scheduled to arrive 
March 28, via San Francisco, for a 
visit of 3 months. U. S. address: c/o 
Iida and Co., 2 Broadway, New York 4, 
N, Y. Itinerary: Chicago, New York, 
Boston, Indianapolis, Rochester, Wash- 
ington, Los Angeles, and San Francisco. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Japan — Kohei Miya, representing 
Asahi Sangyo Kabushiki Kaisha (Asahi 
Sangyo Co., Ltd.), Okura Honkan, 2 
Ginza 2-chome, Chuo-Ku, Tokyo, is in- 
terested in importing iron and steel 
scrap (special and first grades) and in 
establishing trade connections with ex- 


porters of iron and steel scrap. Was 
scheduled to arrive April 1, via New 
Orleans, for a visit of 20 days. U. S. 
address: c/o Mr. Kango Izumi, 8438 
Palmetto Street, New Orleans, La. 
Itinerary: New Orleans, La., and Gal- 
veston, Tex. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Japan — Toshio Makita, representing 
Yamacho & Co. Ltd. (importer, retailer, 
exporter, wholesaler, and manufac- 
turer), 35 Nishi-machi, Ikuta Ku, Kobe, 


wishes to import American timber and 


export bamboo and plywood, and seeks 
technical information on timber-cutting 
operations. Was scheduled to arrive 
March 23, via Seattle, for a visit of 4 
months. U. S. address: c/o John P. 
Herber and Co., Inc., Exchange Build- 
ing, Seattle 4, Washington. Itinerary: 
Seattle, Tacoma, cities around Greys 
Harbor, timber centers in Pacific North- 
west, and San Francisco. 

Lebanon—Rezouk Malik, representing 
Malik, Inc. (manufacturer, exporter), 
P.O. Box 1046, Beirut, is interested in 
marketing in the United States silk 
and rayon upholstery and dress bro- 
cades, rugs, pistachios, tobacco, furs, 
silverware, and oriental ornaments. Also 
wishes to purchase department-store 
goods, particularly clothing, cosmetics, 
and notions for shipment to Venezuela 
and Middle-Eastern countries. Mr. 
Malik is now in the United States for 
an indefinite period. U. S. address: 846 
Broadway, East Providence, R. I. Itin- 
erary: New York City and Washington. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared, 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





‘Design From Britain" Exhibition 
Now on Tour in United States 


A traveling exhibition, “Design From Britain,” will be held until 
April 22 at the Institute of Contemporary Arts, Washington, D. C., 
under the auspices of the British Embassy. 

The Council of Industrial Design, London, through the Dollar 
Exports Council organized this exhibition upon the invitation of the 


Smithsonian Institution Traveling Ex- 
hibition Service. 


The British Embassy points out that 
this is the first exhibition of its kind 
to come to the United States since 
“Modern British Crafts” toured Amer- 
ican and Canadian cities in 1945 under 
the auspices of the British Council. 
Outstanding examples of the progress 
made since then in all types of British 
homefurnishings are shown. 

Approximately 185 well-designed 
products, including pottery, glassware, 
silverware, fabrics, rugs, lamps, wall- 
paper, and furniture will be displayed 
during 1953, in the following places: 


May 5-26............... Brooks Memorial Art Gallery, 
Overton Park, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

June 9-30...............The Merchandise Mart, Chi- 


cago 54. = » Anos 
uly 15-Aug. 16..Museum of Cranbroo cad- 
vernal 7 demy of Art, Bloomfield 
Hills, Michigan. 

Aug. 30-Sept. 244..Walker Art Center, 1710 Lyn- 
dale Avenue, South Minne- 
apolis 5. Minnesota. 

Oct. 5-26................The Toledo Museum of Art 
Monroe Street at Scott wood 
Avenue, Toledo 2, Ohio. 

Nov. 9-30..............J. B. Speed Art Museum, 
Third and Shipp Streets, 
Louisville & Kentucky. 


Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the British 
Embassy, 3100 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Washington, D. C. 


"Trade Not Aid" Theme of 
Omaha World Trade Fair 


The Second Omaha World Trade Fair 
and Institute will be held at Omaha, 
Nebraska, June 9-14, 1953, under the 
management of the Omaha Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, and cosponsored 
by the University of Omaha. 

“Trade Not Aid” is the theme of this 
International Trade Fair, first held in 
1952 when close to 20,000 persons viewed 
exhibits from 22 foreign countries. 

Exhibits, confined to consumer goods, 





will be shown in the new field house of 


the University of Omaha over an area 
of 46,000 square feet. 

Invited to participate are manufac- 
turers and direct producers; importers 
and exporters; general or sole agents; 
government agencies, bureaus, or de- 
partments; and transportation com- 
panies or agencies directly concerned 
with international trade. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from A. S. Nogg, Di- 
rector of the Chamber’s World Trade 
Committee, P.O, Box 1594, Omaha 8, 
Nebraska, 
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Paris Invites United States 
For Franco-American Day 


The Paris Fair management invites 
American businessmen to participate in 
special functions in honor of the United 
States, on May 19, 1953, Franco-Ameri- 
can Day, at the International Trade 
Fair to be held in Paris, May 9-25, 1953. 
The management states that prominent 
industrialists and businessmen in France 
and high government officials will be 
present. 

American businessmen interested in 
attending should contact one of the 
French commercial counselors located in 
Washington, New York, New Orleans, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Fran- 
cisco, who are being requested by the 
fair management to extend to all bona- 
fide businessmerf intending to visit the 
Paris Fair an invitation to attend the 
special Franco-American Day luncheon, 
among other functions to take place that 
day. 

The Paris Fair is an annual interna- 
tional event. In 1952 close to 3,000,000 
persons visited the fair and exhibitors 
numbered 11,008 firms, with 33 foreign 
countries participating... Among. the 
guests on “America Day, 1952” were 30 
businessmen from the United States, 
who made up the “Mid-America Tour.” 


Further information concerning the 
Paris Fair may be had from Tony 
Bouilhet, Chairman of the Directing 
Committee, Foire International de Paris, 
23 rue Notre-Dame-des-Victoires, Paris 
lle., France; from the French Chamber 
of Commerce, 630 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 20, N. Y.; or from the French Em- 
bassy, 2535 Belmont Road, Washington, 
D. C; and French commercial counsel- 
ors located in the cities previously 
named. 

An article on the 1952 fair appeared 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 21, 
1952, page 17. 


Italy Will Hold Handicraft 
Exhibition and Market 


The Seventeenth National and Inter- 
national Handicraft Exhibition and 
Market will be held in Florence, Italy, 
April 25-May 14, 1953. This event was 
international for the first time in 1952. 
Approximately 400,000 persons viewed 
the displays of 1,568 Italian exhibitors 
and 130 foreign participants. This year, 





San Francisco Holding 
Trade Fair in June 


San Francisco has scheduled its Sixth 
World Trade Fair, June 24-28, 1953, 
at the Palace Hotel under sponsorship 
of the San Francisco Chamber of Com- 
merce and the World Trade Associa- 
tion of San Francisco in conjunction 
with the City and County of San 
Francisco. 


All nations in the free world are 
invited to participate in the exhibition, 
In past years, 12 to 60 foreign govern- 
ments have participated officially. Cur- 
rently scheduled is the Eighth Junior 
Chamber International Congress, ex- 
pected to bring some 600-800 junior 
chamber delegates to San Francisco 
from all over the world. 


One of the larger exhibition halls 
having about 5,000 square feet, ap- 
proximately one-third of the total ex- 
hibit space, has been set up at the fair 
as a temporary subzone of the San 
Francisco Foreign Trade Zone No. 3 
for the special purpose of exhibiting 
foreign merchandise. 

Emphasis on consumer goods ex- 
hibits is expected, with some industrial 
goods and equipment, raw materials 
and semimanufactures. 

Some foreign countries and private 
organizations are expected to feature 
travel and vacation items in their dis- 
plays. Exhibits of a general nature are 
usually put on by such organizations 
as the Port of San Francisco, the World 
Affairs Council of Northern California, 
and the American Association for the 
United Nations. 

The 1952 fair displayed products and 
services of more than 200 exhibitors 
from 20 countries. Approximately 50,000 
visitors attended. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be obtained from the Fair 
Managers, Kriedt and Myers, 607 Mar- 
ket Street, Room 305, San Francisco 5 
California. 





2,100 display stands, of which 1,700 will 
be Italian, will occupy the Piazza Li 
berta. 

The exhibition, confined to hand 
crafts, will show such products as straw 
goods, earthenware, glassware, em- 
broideries and laces, woodcrafts, metal- 
crafts, leather goods, small mechanical 
items, and a special feature of lines of 
furniture suitable for small modern 
houses. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the Ente Mostra 
Mercato Nazionale dell’Artigianato 
Pizza della Liberta’ Firenze, Florence, 
Italy, or from the Office of the Com- 
mercial Counselor, Italian Embassy, 
1601 Fuller Street, NW., Washington, 
D, CG 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 








Experimental Telecasts 


Planned in Zurich 


Experimental telecasts will be. 
gin in Zurich, Switzerland, on 
July 1, and continue throughout 
July and August, according to the 
Swiss Director of the Department 
of Posts, Telegraphs, and Tele- 
phones. 


A television program is ex- 
pected to be offered early in the 
autumn. 

















Costa Rica FR S| 


Inter-American Roa 


The most important highway con- 
struction activity in Costa Rica in 1952 
took place on the segment of the Inter- 
American Highway which is to tra- 
verse the country from the northwest 
border at Nicaragua to the southeast 
border at Panama. The highway was 
opened to the north to Las Canas and 
at the end of the year, with the coming 
of the dry season, further construction 
began toward Liberia. 


A survey was begun on the southern 
portion of the route lying between the 
present end of the road at San Isidro 
de El General and the Panamanian 
border. Though it will be some years 
before the highway is completed in 
Costa Rica, the areas that have been 
opened near the highway already are 
showing signs of new agricultural de- 
velopment. 

Costa Rican funds for road work in 
1952 amounted to approximately 15,- 
000,000 colones. The exceptionally large 
budget of the public-roads section of 
the Ministry of Public Works resulted 
from supplementary funds disbursed 
from the sizable 1951 budget surplus. 

The 1952 program called for the con- 
struction of 186 kilometers of new roads 
and the repair of 338 kilometers of 
additional roads. Although the 1952 
road program was larger than cus- 
tomary and maintenance work more 
than kept pace with road deterioration, 
no major new highways were developed. 
Construction consisted of minor ex- 
tensions of principal roads and small 
feeder roads. 





New Air Service Begun 
By Brazilian Line 


A new air service connecting Asun- 
cion and Montevideo, via Uruguayana, 
was inaugurated on March 1, by the 
Brazilian line, Real, S. A. 

Three weekly round-trip flights are 
made, using one DC-3 aircraft. The serv- 
ice, which provides regular mail-passen- 
ger-cargo transport, is expected to 
a long-felt need, since the Uruguayan air 


April 13, 1953 \ 


London Preparing for 
Coronation Broadcasts 


Coronation Day radio and television 
broadcasts will require more than 400 
circuits in the center of London. These 
will be provided by the General Post 
Office to meet the British Broadcasting 
Corporation’s (BBC) needs. 


A temporary low-power television sta- 
tion will be set up prior to the Coro- 
nation to improve reception in the 
Brighton, Hove, Worthing, and Shore- 
ham-by-Sea districts on the southern 
coast of England. The site chosen for 
this installation is Truleigh Hill, north 
of Kingston-by-Sea. 

These temporary low-powered trans- 
mitters will operate on the same fre- 
quencies as those later to be used by 
the permanent medium-power station 


“to be built on the Isle of Wight. These 


frequencies are 56.75 megacycles for 
vision and 53.25 megacycles for sound, 
which are also used by the high-power 
station in Scotland, 





Operations of Malayan 
Railway Improved 


Revenue of the Malayan Railway in- 
creased to M$53,691,062 in 1952, as 
compared with M$51,128,217 in 1951. 
Passenger revenue increased to M$12,- 
901,828 from M$12,830,758 in 1951. 

Income from freight operations in 1952 
amounted to M$28,654,765, an increase of 
M$952,722 over the preceding year. The 
earnings from Malayan Railway opera- 
tions at Port Swettenham and Prai in 
1952 totaled M$7,930,056, an increase 
of M$808,685 over 1951. Other services 
accounted for M$4,204,413 earned by 
the State-owned railroad during 1952. 

The number of terrorist incidents in- 
volving railroad operations during 1952 
fell off sharply. There were only 6 in- 
cidents in December 1952, compared 
with 51 in December 1951. As a result 
of this improved situation, the number 
of persons traveling by rail increased, 
the most pronounced rise taking place 
in December, when 561,936 passengers 
were carried. This total was 16,780 
more than for the like month in 1951. 

Despite the marked improvement in 
the overall operations of the railroad, 
officials are not relaxing any of the 
precautionary measures taken to thwart 
attempted acts of sabotage by terror- 
ists. Further steps are being taken to 
strengthen the protection of rail opera- 
tions in the, Federation. Forty-two new 
armored cars have been ordered from 
Great Britain, six of which will arrive 
in Malaya in the near future. 





line, Primeras Lineas Uruguayas de 
Navegacion (PLUNA), has been operat- 
ing at top capacity and is still unable 
to handle demand. No other commercial 
line connects Asuncion with Montevideo. 


Receipts of French 
Railways Show Gain 


The French national railways, Societe 
Nationale des Chemins de Fer Francais, 
showed a slight decrease in freight 
traffic and a slight increase in passen- 
ger traffic during 1952 as compared 
with 1951, according to provisional re- 
ports. 

Total receipts were up 18.3 percent 
in 1952, but this increase is due in large 
part to higher fares and rates effec- 
tive during the year. The number of 
freight cars loaded decreased 4.8 per- 
cent and tonnage loaded decreased by 
2.2 percent. No figures are yet availa- 
ble for the number of passengers carried 
during the year. 

Electrification of the Paris-Lyons 
railroad line, which was completed in 
June, has permitted a substaritial in- 
crease in the speed of trains between 
those two cities. 

The accelerated service, begun when 
winter schedules were inaugurated in 
October, makes possible scheduled pas- 
senger express runs of 4 hours and 15 
minutes overall time between the two 
cities at an average speed of over 75 
miles per hour, thus shortening the 
transit time by nearly 2 hours. Freight 


service over this line was also speeded 
up considerabley. 


Shipping Service To Link 
Dominican Republic, Japan 


A shipping service between Japan and 
the Dominican Republic is expected to 
be inaugurated about the end of April, 
the Mitsui Steamship Co., Ltd., of Japan 
has announced. 

Ships of the Mitsui Line which 
this region will call at Ciudad Trujilld. 
_ same eet call at Acapulco, La 

uaira, and Barranquilla, passi 
through the Panama Canal. “a 

Six ships will be employed under 
proposed service, and the sched 
travel time between Ciudad Trujillo 
and Japanese ports is expected to be 
35 days. 

Local agents for the Mitsui Line are 
the firm of Frederic Schad, well known 
shipping agents at Ciudad Trujillo. 








British Government Approves 


Additional New Air Services 


The British Ministry of Civil Avia- 
tion has approved several new air- 
transport services. 

BOAC has been authorized to operate, 
for 7 years, a scheduled service on the 
London-Zurich-Rome-Mafraqg or Am- 
man-Baghdad route... 

Silver City Airways, Ltd., has been 
granted permission, for a 7-year 
to operate between Southampton 


Guernsey and/or Jersey, of the Channel 
Islands, 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 


France Sets Up 5-Year 
Plan for Roadbuilding 


A bill providing for a 5-year plan for 
improvement of the national highways 
of France was passed on December 22 
by the National Assembly. This plan, 
foreshadowed in the December 1951 act 
establishing a special highway fund, 
will provide the basis of highway con- 
struction and improvements other than 
normal maintenance for the next few 
years. 

The principal objectives of the plan 
are to give France a system of fast 
roads to benefit truckers and tourists, 
and to increase the military potential 
of the country. Stress is laid on the 
elimination of bottlenecks along the 
principal highways by the construction 
of bypasses around towns and villages, 
by the suppression of surface grade- 
crossings, and by improvements in the 
approaches to big cities. 

Other features of the program in- 
clude provision for the funds for the 
highway tunnel under Mt. Blanc and 
the completion of work necessitated 
by reconstruction projects in war-dam- 
aged areas. 

Funds for this program are to be 
supplied by a share of the returns on 
the’ tax on motor fuel and oil. It is 
expected that the share will be set at 
10 percent this year, with an expected 
realization of 15 billion francs. No pro- 
vision is foreseen at this time for a 
budgetary appropriation to the fund 
as called for in the original act estab- 
lishing it. 


New TV Station Opened 
In Tijuana, Mexico 


Mexico’s new television station, 
XETV, in Tijuana, is now telecasting 
on a provisional schedule of 4 hours 
daily, which includes 1 hour in the 
Spanish language. 











U. ERCHANT 

S. Marine EWS 

Denial of Coastwise Lines’ applica- 
tion for permission to charter Govern- 
ment-owned vessels for use in the 


Alaska trade has been recommended by 


a Federal Maritime Board examiner. 
Data developed at hearings . indicated 
that an adequate number of privately 
owned Liberty vessels are available at 
reasonable rates to meet requirements 
on the Alaskan routes, it was declared. 


Matson Navigation Company may 
drop out of the ocean liner passenger 
business unless agreements that will 
assure “fair treatment” for the firm’s 
flagship Lurline can be reached with 
the labor unions, its president has an-~ 
nounced. 


The company has decided not to com- 
plete conversion of the liner Mariposa 
as a companion ship to the Lurline be- 


cause of the labor difficulties it has 
been encountering. 


The Williamson Bill amending the 
navigation law to reduce Sandy Hook 
pilotage fees for vessels to and from the 
pont of New York from $6 to $5.50 a 
foot has been approved by the Governor 
of New York, 


The bill was passed by the New York 
Legislature in accordance with an agree- 
ment with the Governor when he ap- 
proved the amendment to the law last 
year making the fee $6 a foot. 


The Government-sponsored Panama 
Canal Co. has announced a two-phase 
construction project to increase substan- 
tially the capacity of the canal. 

The company’s board of directors has 
approved a plan for increasing traffic 
through the canal during periods of 
overhaul of the locks, 

The work, estimated to cost around 
$26,500,000 and to require 10 years for 
completion, will hot permit the passage 
of wider or longer ships than can now 
be handled, the board said. 
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